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PART I. FINANCIAL INFORMATION
 

Item 1. Financial Statements

CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.
Condensed Consolidated Balance Sheets

(In thousands, except share and per share amounts)
(unaudited)

 

   
September 30,

2023   
December 31,

2022  
Assets    
Current assets:    

Cash and cash equivalents   $ 273,721  $ 20,291 
Marketable securities    165,057   115,194 
Prepaid expenses and other current assets    8,881   2,588 

  

Total current assets    447,659   138,073 
Property and equipment, net    453   701 
Operating lease right-of-use asset    57   169 
Other assets    2,879   2,909 

  

Total assets   $ 451,048  $ 141,852 
  

Liabilities and stockholders’ equity          
Current liabilities:          

Accounts payable   $ 2,731  $ 1,096 
Accrued research and development expenses    5,835   6,530 
Other accrued liabilities    9,468   7,815 
Deferred collaboration revenue—current portion    1,632   —  

  

Total current liabilities    19,666   15,441 
Development financing liability    104,091   90,227 
Deferred collaboration revenue—non-current portion    1,100   —  
Long-term portion of operating lease liability    —    30 

  

Total liabilities    124,857   105,698 
Commitments and contingencies        
Stockholders’ equity:          

Preferred stock, $0.0001 par value: 10,000,000 shares authorized; no shares issued and outstanding    —    —  
Common stock, $0.0001 par value: 200,000,000 shares authorized; 113,250,244 and 84,681,063 shares issued and

outstanding as of September 30, 2023 and December 31, 2022, respectively    18   8 
Additional paid-in capital    1,262,560   909,329 
Accumulated other comprehensive loss    (62)   (326) 
Accumulated deficit    (936,325)   (872,857) 

  

Total stockholders’ equity    326,191   36,154 
  

Total liabilities and stockholders’ equity   $ 451,048  $ 141,852 
  

See accompanying notes to the condensed consolidated financial statements.
 

3



Table of Contents

CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.
Condensed Consolidated Statements of Operations and Comprehensive Loss

(In thousands, except share and per share information)
(unaudited)

 

   
Three Months Ended

September 30,   
Nine Months Ended

September 30,  
   2023   2022   2023   2022  
Collaboration revenue   $ —   $ —   $ 31,016  $ —  
Operating expenses:                  

Research and development    19,962   15,459   58,050   51,765 
General and administrative    12,245   5,904   32,147   17,869 

  

Total operating expenses    32,207   21,363   90,197   69,634 
  

Loss from operations    (32,207)   (21,363)   (59,181)   (69,634) 
Other income (expense), net:                  

Interest income    3,170   677   7,810   1,096 
Interest expense    (4,843)   (3,819)   (13,864)   (10,832) 
Other (expense) income    (2)   —    1,767   2 

  

Total other income (expense), net    (1,675)   (3,142)   (4,287)   (9,734) 
  

Net loss   $ (33,882)  $ (24,505)  $ (63,468)  $ (79,368) 
  

Other comprehensive (loss) income:                  
Unrealized gain (loss) on marketable securities, net of tax    62   (133)   264   (561) 

  

Total other comprehensive income (loss)    62   (133)   264   (561) 
  

Comprehensive loss   $ (33,820)  $ (24,638)  $ (63,204)  $ (79,929) 
  

Basic and diluted net loss per common share   $ (0.32)  $ (0.28)  $ (0.62)  $ (0.90) 
Weighted average common shares outstanding used to calculate basic and

diluted net loss per common share    105,717,996   87,804,272   101,974,866   87,803,388 

See accompanying notes to the condensed consolidated financial statements.
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CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.
Condensed Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows

(In thousands)
(unaudited)

 

   
Nine Months Ended

September 30,  
   2023   2022  
Operating activities    
Net loss   $ (63,468)  $ (79,368) 
Adjustments to reconcile net loss to net cash used in operating activities:          

Depreciation and amortization    625   525 
Stock-based compensation expense    10,561   7,156 
Accretion of development financing liability    13,864   10,832 
Net (accretion) amortization of investments in marketable securities    (5,402)   (283) 
Changes in assets and liabilities:          

Prepaid expenses and other current assets    (6,213)   2,855 
Other assets    30   (1,413) 
Accounts payable    1,635   (2,061) 
Deferred collaboration revenue    2,732   —  
Accrued research and development expenses    (695)   (3,130) 
Other accrued liabilities    1,180   (437) 

  

Net cash used in operating activities    (45,151)   (65,324) 
Investing activities          

Purchases of property and equipment    (265)   (135) 
Purchases of marketable securities    (189,746)   (162,346) 
Proceeds from maturities of marketable securities    145,549   108,140 

  

Net cash used in investing activities    (44,462)   (54,341) 
Financing activities          

Proceeds from issuance of common stock pursuant to equity award plans    7,459   9 
Proceeds from issuance of common stock and pre-funded warrants, net of issuance costs    335,584   (459) 
Proceeds from development financing    —    25,000 

  

Net cash provided by financing activities    343,043   24,550 
  

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents    253,430   (95,115) 
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period    20,291   125,806 

  

Cash and cash equivalents at end of period   $ 273,721  $ 30,691 
  

Supplemental disclosures:          
Supplemental operating activities          
Cash paid for amounts included in the measurement of lease liabilities   $ 529  $ 513 
Supplemental non-cash investing and financing activities          
Accrued financing costs   $ 443  $ —  
Unsettled stock option exercise   $ 81  $ —  
Accrued costs for other assets   $ —   $ 52 

See accompanying notes to the condensed consolidated financial statements.
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CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.
Condensed Consolidated Statements of Stockholders’ Equity

(In thousands, except share information)
(unaudited)

 
       

  

Additional
Paid-in
Capital    

Accumulated
Other

Comprehensive
Loss   

Accumulated
Deficit   

Total
Stockholders’

Equity  

 Common Stock  

 Shares    Amount 
Balances as of December 31, 2022  84,681,063   $ 8   $ 909,329   $ (326)    $ (872,857)  $ 36,154 

Issuance of common stock upon exercise of stock options  203,077    —     710    —    —    710 
Issuance of common stock and pre-funded warrant, net of 

$5,390 issuance costs  11,821,428    9    92,351    —    —    92,360 
Exercise of pre-funded warrants  624,992    —     —     —    —    —  
Stock-based compensation expense  —     —     3,487    —    —    3,487 
Net loss  —     —     —     —    (28,778)   (28,778) 
Net unrealized gain on marketable securities  —     —     —     256   —    256 

      

Balances as of March 31, 2023  97,330,560   $ 17   $1,005,877   $ (70)  $ (901,635)  $ 104,189 
      

Issuance of common stock upon exercise of stock options  474,152    —     1,731    —    —    1,731 
Stock-based compensation expense  —     —     3,350    —    —    3,350 
Net loss  —     —     —     —    (808)   (808) 
Net unrealized loss on marketable securities  —     —     —     (54)   —    (54) 

      

Balances as of June 30, 2023  97,804,712   $ 17   $1,010,958   $ (124)  $ (902,443)  $ 108,408 
      

Issuance of common stock upon exercise of stock options  924,225    —     5,099    —    —    5,099 
Issuance of common stock and pre-funded warrant, net of

$15,969 issuance costs  14,521,307    1    242,779    —    —    242,780 
Stock-based compensation expense  —     —     3,724    —    —    3,724 
Net loss  —     —     —     —    (33,882)   (33,882) 
Net unrealized gain on marketable securities  —     —     —     62   —    62 

      

Balances as of September 30, 2023  113,250,244   $ 18   $1,262,560   $ (62)  $ (936,325)  $ 326,191 
      

 
         

  

Additional
Paid-in
Capital    

Accumulated
Other

Comprehensive
Loss   

Accumulated
Deficit   

Total
Stockholders’

Equity  

   Common Stock  

   Shares    Amount 
Balances as of December 31, 2021    84,677,939   $ 8   $899,798   $ (13)  $ (766,856)  $ 132,937 

Issuance costs related to issuance of common stock and pre-
funded warrants    —     —     5    —    —    5 

Stock-based compensation expense    —     —     2,414    —    —    2,414 
Net loss    —     —     —     —    (27,769)   (27,769) 
Net unrealized loss on marketable securities    —     —     —     (206)   —    (206) 

        

Balances as of March 31, 2022    84,677,939   $ 8   $902,217   $ (219)  $ (794,625)  $ 107,381 
        

Stock-based compensation expense    —     —     2,392    —    —    2,392 
Net loss    —     —     —     —    (27,094)   (27,094) 
Net unrealized loss on marketable securities    —     —     —     (222)   —    (222) 

        

Balances as of June 30, 2022    84,677,939   $ 8   $904,609   $ (441)  $ (821,719)  $ 82,457 
        

Issuance of common stock upon exercise of stock options    3,124    —     9    —    —    9 
Stock-based compensation expense    —     —     2,350    —    —    2,350 
Net loss    —     —     —     —    (24,505)   (24,505) 
Net unrealized loss on marketable securities    —     —     —     (133)   —    (133) 

        

Balances as of September 30, 2022    84,681,063   $ 8   $906,968   $ (574)  $ (846,224)  $ 60,178 
        

See accompanying notes to the condensed consolidated financial statements.
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CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.
Notes to Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements

(unaudited)

1. Organization and Description of Business

CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc. (the Company or CymaBay) is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company focused on developing and providing
access to innovative therapies for patients with liver and other chronic diseases with high unmet medical need. The Company’s key clinical development
candidate is seladelpar. Seladelpar has been under development primarily for the treatment of primary biliary cholangitis (PBC), a rare liver disease. The
Company was incorporated in Delaware in October 1988 as Transtech Corporation. The Company’s headquarters and operations are located in Newark,
California and it operates in one segment.

Liquidity

The Company has incurred net operating losses and negative cash flows from operations since its inception. During the three and nine months ended
September 30, 2023, the Company incurred a net loss of $33.9 million and $63.5 million, respectively, and during the nine months ended September 30,
2023, used $45.2 million of cash in operations. As of September 30, 2023, the Company had an accumulated deficit of $936.3 million.

Historically, the Company has incurred substantial research and development expenses over the course of studying its product candidates in clinical
trials. To date, none of the Company’s product candidates have been approved for marketing and sale, and the Company has not recorded any revenue
from commercial product sales. Generally, the Company’s ability to achieve profitability is dependent on its ability to successfully develop, acquire or
in-license additional product candidates, conduct clinical trials for those product candidates, obtain regulatory approvals, and support commercialization
activities for those product candidates. Any products developed will require approval of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or a foreign
regulatory authority prior to commercial sale. The regulatory approval process is expensive, time-consuming, and uncertain, and any denial or delay of
approval could have a material adverse effect on the Company. Even if approved, the Company’s products may not achieve market acceptance and will
face competition from both generic and branded pharmaceutical products.

As of September 30, 2023, the Company had cash, cash equivalents and marketable securities totaling $438.8 million, which the Company believes
is sufficient to fund its current operating plan for at least twelve months from the issuance date of its financial statements. The Company has historically
obtained, and expects to obtain in the future, additional financing to fund its business strategy through: future equity offerings; debt financing; one or more
possible licenses, collaborations or other similar arrangements with respect to development and/or commercialization rights of the Company’s product
candidates; or a combination of the above. It is unclear if or when any such transactions will occur, on satisfactory terms or at all. The Company’s failure to
raise capital as and when needed could have a negative impact on its financial condition and its ability to pursue its business strategies. If adequate funds
are not available to the Company, it could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, results of operations, and financial condition. Market
volatility could also adversely impact the Company’s investments as well as its ability to access capital when and as needed. Failure to raise sufficient
capital when needed could require the Company to significantly delay, scale back or discontinue one or more of its product development programs or
commercialization efforts, or other aspects of its business plans, and the Company’s operating results and financial condition would be adversely affected.

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Basis of Presentation and Use of Estimates

The accompanying interim condensed consolidated financial statements are unaudited and are comprised of the accounts of CymaBay and its
wholly-owned subsidiaries. All intercompany balances and transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. The Company has no unconsolidated
subsidiaries or investments accounted for under the equity method.

These unaudited interim condensed consolidated financial statements have been prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America (U.S. GAAP), which requires management to make informed estimates and assumptions that impact the amounts
and disclosures reported in the condensed consolidated financial statements and accompanying notes, and the requirements of the United States Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC) for interim reporting. As permitted under those rules, certain footnotes or other financial information that are normally
required by U.S. GAAP can be condensed or omitted.
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In management’s opinion, the unaudited interim condensed consolidated financial statements have been prepared on the same basis as the audited
financial statements and include normal recurring adjustments necessary for the fair presentation of the Company’s financial position and its results of
operations and comprehensive loss and its cash flows for the periods presented. These statements do not include all disclosures required by U.S. GAAP
and should be read in conjunction with the Company’s financial statements and accompanying notes for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2022, which
is contained in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K as filed with the SEC on March 23, 2023. The results for the three and nine months ended
September 30, 2023 are not necessarily indicative of results to be expected for the entire year ending December 31, 2023 or future operating periods.

The condensed consolidated financial statements have been prepared in accordance with U.S. GAAP, which requires management to make estimates
and assumptions that affect the amounts and disclosures reported in the condensed consolidated financial statements and accompanying notes.
Management bases its estimates on historical experience and on assumptions believed to be reasonable under the circumstances. The estimation process
often may yield a range of potentially reasonable estimates of the ultimate future outcomes, and management must select an amount that falls within that
range of reasonable estimates. Actual results could differ materially from those estimates and assumptions. These estimates form the basis for making
judgments about the carrying values of assets and liabilities when these values are not readily apparent from other sources. Estimates are assessed each
reporting period and updated to reflect current information and any changes in estimates will generally be reflected in the period first identified.

Revenue Recognition

At the inception of an arrangement, the Company evaluates if a counterparty to a contract is a customer, if the arrangement is within the scope of
ASC 606—Revenue from Contracts with Customers, and the term of the contract. The Company recognizes revenue when the customer obtains control of
promised goods or services in a contract for an amount that reflects the consideration the Company expects to receive in exchange for those goods or
services. For contracts with customers, the Company applies the following five-step model in order to determine this amount: (i) identification of the
promised goods or services in the contract; (ii) determination of whether the promised goods or services are performance obligations, including whether
they are distinct in the context of the contract; (iii) measurement of the transaction price, including any constraint on variable consideration; (iv) allocation
of the transaction price to the performance obligations; and (v) recognition of revenue when (or as) the Company satisfies each performance obligation.
The Company only applies the five-step model to contracts when it is probable that the Company will collect the consideration it is entitled to in exchange
for the goods or services it transfers to the customer.

Collaboration Revenues

The Company periodically enters into collaboration arrangements with third party collaborators, under which the Company may license certain
rights to its intellectual property to permit collaborators to further develop, manufacture and/or commercialize its drug candidates. The terms of these
agreements typically include, but are not limited to, payments to the Company for one or more of the following: nonrefundable, upfront license fees;
development and commercial milestones whose payment is typically contingent upon milestone achievement; funding of research and/or development
activities; product supply; and royalties on net sales of licensed products.

For each collaboration agreement that results in revenues, the Company identifies all material promised goods and services, which may include, but
are not limited to, one or more of the following: a license to intellectual property and know-how, research and development information and or services,
and product supply. Promised goods or services are separate performance obligations if they are distinct. To determine the transaction price to be allocated
to each performance obligation, in addition to any upfront payment, the Company estimates the amount of variable consideration at the outset of the
contract either utilizing the expected value or most likely amount method, depending on the facts and circumstances relative to the contract. The Company
constrains the estimates of variable consideration such that it is probable that a significant reversal of previously recognized revenue will not occur in
future reporting periods. When determining if variable consideration should be constrained, management considers whether there are factors outside the
Company’s control that increase the likelihood of a significant reversal of previously recognized revenue and revenue-related amounts in future reporting
periods. These estimates are re-assessed each reporting period as necessary depending on the facts and circumstances of each contract.

Once the estimated transaction price is established, amounts are allocated to identified performance obligations. The transaction price is generally
allocated to each separate performance obligation based on its estimated standalone selling price (SSP). To determine SSPs, the Company uses various
estimation methods, including the adjusted market assessment approach, which utilizes prices observable in the market for similar goods and services, the
expected cost plus a margin approach, as well as applies valuation techniques involving projected discounted cash flows. These approaches may include
the use of assumptions and estimates requiring significant judgement.
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The Company recognizes the amount of the transaction price allocated to each respective performance obligation as revenue when the performance
obligation is satisfied or as it is satisfied. If a performance obligation is satisfied over time, the Company applies an appropriate method of measuring
progress for purposes of recognizing revenue. The Company evaluates the measure of progress each reporting period and, if necessary, adjusts the measure
of performance and related revenue recognition.

The Company receives payments from its customers based on payment terms established in each contract. Upfront payments and fees are recorded
as deferred revenue upon receipt or when due until the Company performs its obligations under these arrangements. Amounts are recorded as accounts
receivable when the Company’s right to consideration is unconditional. The Company does not assess whether a contract has a significant financing
component if the expectation at contract inception is that the period between payment by the customer and the transfer of the promised goods or services to
the customer will be one year or less.

If the arrangement includes optional goods and services, the Company assesses whether delivery of such goods and services requires the customer to
pay fees consistent with their standalone selling prices, or if customer may be entitled to incremental discounts that it would not have received without
entering into the agreement and committing to purchase the initial goods and services. The presence of such discounts indicates the customer has received
material rights which also represent performance obligations.

Upfront License Fees: If a license to the Company’s intellectual property is determined to be distinct from the other performance obligations
identified in the arrangement, the Company recognizes revenues from nonrefundable, upfront license fees allocated to the license at a point in time when
the license is effective and the underlying intellectual property has been made available to the collaborator and the collaborator is able to use and benefit
from the license. For licenses that are not distinct and are bundled with other promised goods and services, the Company utilizes judgment to assess the
nature of the performance obligation to determine whether it is satisfied over time or at a point in time.

Development and Regulatory Milestone Payments: Depending on facts and circumstances, the Company may conclude that it is appropriate to
include a milestone payment in the estimated transaction price using the most likely amount method or that it is appropriate to fully constrain the
milestone. A milestone payment is included in the transaction price in the reporting period when the Company concludes that it is probable that recording
revenue in the period will not result in a significant reversal of revenue in future periods. The Company may record revenues from certain milestones in a
reporting period before the milestone is achieved if it concludes that achievement of the milestone is probable and that recognition of revenue related to the
milestone will not result in a significant reversal in amounts recognized in future periods. Revenue from milestones is recognized to the extent of progress
made in satisfying the associated performance obligation(s). The Company records a corresponding contract asset when this conclusion is reached.
Milestone payments that have not been included in the transaction price to date are fully constrained. These milestones remain fully constrained until the
Company concludes that achievement of the milestone is probable and that recognition of revenue related to the milestone will not result in a significant
reversal in amounts recognized in future periods. The Company re-evaluates the probability of achievement of such development and regulatory milestones
and any related constraint each reporting period. The Company adjusts its estimate of the overall transaction price, including the amount of licensing
revenue that was recorded, if necessary.

Sales-based Milestone and Royalty Payments: The Company’s collaborators may be required to pay it sales-based milestone payments or royalties
on future sales of commercial products. The Company recognizes revenues related to sales-based milestone and royalty payments upon the later to occur of
(i) achievement of the collaborator’s underlying sales or (ii) satisfaction of any performance obligation(s) related to these sales, in each case provided that
the license to its intellectual property is deemed to be the predominant item to which the sales-based milestones and/or royalties relate.

Fair Value of Financial Instruments

The Company’s financial instruments during the periods reported consist of cash, cash equivalents, marketable securities, accounts payable, certain
accrued liabilities, and the development financing liability.

Fair value is defined as the exchange price that would be received for an asset or paid to transfer a liability (an exit price) in the principal or most
advantageous market for the asset or liability in an orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date. Assets and liabilities that are
measured at fair value are reported using a three-level fair value hierarchy that prioritizes the inputs used to measure fair value. This hierarchy maximizes
the use of observable inputs and minimizes the use of unobservable inputs and is as follows:

Level 1—Quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities that the Company has the ability to access at the measurement date.
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Level 2—Inputs other than quoted prices in active markets that are observable for the asset or liability, either directly or indirectly.

Level 3—Inputs that are significant to the fair value measurement and are unobservable (i.e., supported by little or no market activity), which requires
the reporting entity to develop its own valuation techniques and assumptions.

The carrying amounts of cash equivalents approximate their related fair values due to the short-term nature of these instruments. Cash equivalents
are classified as level 1 and accounts payable and accrued liabilities as level 2 under the fair value hierarchy.

The following tables present the Company’s financial assets that are measured at fair value on a recurring basis using the above input categories (in
thousands):
 

   As of September 30, 2023  
   Level 1    Level 2    Level 3   Total  
Assets:         
Cash equivalents:         

Money market funds   $ 267,088   $ —    $ —    $267,088 
        

Total cash equivalents    267,088    —     —     267,088 
Marketable securities:                     

U.S. and foreign commercial paper    —     69,357    —     69,357 
U.S. and foreign corporate debt securities    —     5,490    —     5,490 
U.S. agency securities    —     28,393    —     28,393 
U.S. treasury securities    —     61,817    —     61,817 

        

Total marketable securities    —     165,057    —     165,057 
        

Total assets measured at fair value   $ 267,088   $165,057   $ —    $432,145 
        

   As of December 31, 2022  
   Level 1    Level 2    Level 3   Total  
Assets:         
Cash equivalents:         

Money market funds   $  9,770   $ —    $ —    $ 9,770 
        

Total cash equivalents    9,770    —     —     9,770 
Marketable securities:                     

U.S. and foreign commercial paper    —     46,121    —     46,121 
U.S. and foreign corporate debt securities    —     24,807    —     24,807 
Supranational debt securities    —     12,890    —     12,890 
U.S. agency securities    —     7,759    —     7,759 
U.S. treasury securities    —     23,617    —     23,617 

        

Total marketable securities    —     115,194    —     115,194 
        

Total assets measured at fair value   $ 9,770   $115,194   $ —    $124,964 
        

The Company estimates the fair value of its money market funds, corporate debt, commercial paper, U.S. treasury securities, U.S agency securities,
and supranational debt securities by taking into consideration data obtained from third-party pricing services. The pricing services utilize industry standard
valuation models, including both income and market-based approaches, for which all significant inputs are observable, either directly or indirectly, to
estimate fair value. These inputs include reported trades of and broker/dealer quotes on the same or similar securities, issuer credit spreads, benchmark
securities, prepayment/default projections based on historical data, and other observable inputs.

As of September 30, 2023, the fair value of the Company’s development financing liability is $91.5 million. The development financing liability is
classified as level 3 under the fair value hierarchy, as its valuation is based on a discounted cash flow model that uses unobservable inputs such as the
estimated timing of regulatory approval, attainment of certain sales milestones and the discount rate.
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Cash, Cash Equivalents, and Marketable Securities

The Company considers all highly liquid investments with an original maturity of 90 days or less at the time of purchase to be cash equivalents. Cash
and cash equivalents consist of deposits with commercial banks in checking, interest-bearing, and money market funds.

The Company invests excess cash in marketable securities with high credit ratings. These securities consist of corporate debt securities, commercial
paper, U.S. agency securities, U.S. treasury securities, and supranational debt securities and are classified as “available-for-sale.” The Company considers
marketable securities as short-term investments if the maturity date is less than or equal to one year from the balance sheet date. The Company considers
marketable securities as long-term investments if the maturity date is in excess of one year from the balance sheet date.

Realized gains and losses from the sale of marketable securities, if any, are calculated using the specific-identification method. Expected losses
judged to be related partially or in whole to declines in credit risk-related factors of the security issuer are included in interest income or expense in the
condensed consolidated statements of operations and comprehensive loss at the time the factors contributing to the expected losses are identified.
Unrealized holding gains and losses are reported in accumulated other comprehensive loss in the condensed consolidated balance sheets. To date, the
Company has not recorded any expected losses on its marketable securities related to credit risk-related declines in market value. In determining whether a
decline in market value is related to expected credit losses, various factors are considered, including the cause, duration of time and severity of the
expected loss, any adverse changes in the investees’ financial condition, and the Company’s intent and ability to hold the security for a period of time
sufficient to allow for an anticipated recovery in market value.
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Unrealized gains and losses of the Company’s available-for-sale marketable securities as of September 30, 2023 and December 31, 2022 are
presented in the tables below (in thousands):
 

   
Amortized

Cost    

Gross
Unrealized

Gains    

Gross
Unrealized

Losses    

Estimated
Fair

Value  
As of September 30, 2023:         
Cash equivalents:         

Money market funds   $267,088   $ —    $ —    $267,088 
        

Total cash equivalents    267,088    —     —     267,088 
Current marketable securities:                     

U.S. and foreign commercial paper    69,357    —     —     69,357 
U.S. and foreign corporate debt securities    5,503    —     (13)    5,490 
U.S. agency securities    28,420    —     (27)    28,393 
U.S. treasury securities    61,839    1    (23)    61,817 

        

Total current marketable securities    165,119    1    (63)    165,057 
        

Total marketable securities   $432,207   $ 1   $ (63)   $432,145 
        

   
Amortized

Cost    

Gross
Unrealized

Gains    

Gross
Unrealized

Losses    

Estimated
Fair

Value  
As of December 31, 2022:         
Cash equivalents:         

Money market funds   $ 9,770   $ —    $ —    $ 9,770 
        

Total cash equivalents    9,770    —     —     9,770 
Current marketable securities:                     

U.S. and foreign commercial paper    46,121    —     —     46,121 
U.S. and foreign corporate debt securities    24,964    —     (157)    24,807 
Supranational debt securities    12,946    —     (56)    12,890 
U.S. agency securities    7,782    16    (39)    7,759 
U.S. treasury securities    23,707    2    (92)    23,617 

        

Total current marketable securities    115,520    18    (344)    115,194 
        

Total marketable securities   $125,290   $ 18   $ (344)   $124,964 
        

As of September 30, 2023, there were no investments which had a contractual maturity in excess of one year from the balance sheet date.

Concentration of Risk

Cash, cash equivalents, and marketable securities consist of financial instruments that potentially subject the Company to a concentration of credit
risk to the extent of the fair value recorded on the balance sheet. The Company invests cash that is not required for immediate operating needs primarily in
highly liquid instruments that bear minimal risk. The Company has established guidelines relating to the quality, diversification, and maturities of
securities to enable the Company to manage its credit risk. The Company is exposed to credit risk in the event of a default by the financial institutions
holding its cash, cash equivalents and investments and issuers of investments to the extent recorded on the condensed consolidated balance sheets.

Certain materials and key components that the Company utilizes in its operations are obtained through single suppliers. Since the suppliers of key
components and materials must be named in a new drug application (NDA) filed with the FDA for a product, significant delays can occur if the
qualification of a new supplier is required. If delivery of material from the Company’s suppliers were interrupted for any reason, the Company may be
unable to supply any of its product candidates for clinical trials.
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Research and Development Expenses

Research and development expenses consist of costs incurred in identifying, developing, and testing product candidates. These expenses consist
primarily of costs for research and development personnel, including related stock-based compensation; contract research organizations (CRO) and other
third parties that assist in managing, monitoring, and analyzing clinical trials; investigator and site fees; laboratory services; consultants; contract
manufacturing services; non-clinical studies, including materials; and allocated expenses, such as depreciation of assets, and facilities and information
technology that support research and development activities. Research and development costs are expensed as incurred, including expenses that may or
may not be reimbursed under research and development funding arrangements. Payments made prior to the receipt of goods or services to be used in
research and development are recorded as prepaid assets until the goods are received or services are rendered. Such payments are evaluated for current or
long-term classification based on when they will be realized. Additionally, if expectations change such that the Company does not expect goods to be
delivered or services to be rendered, and provided such payments are nonrefundable, they are charged to expense.

The Company records expenses related to clinical studies and manufacturing development activities based on its estimates of the services received
and efforts expended pursuant to contracts with multiple CROs and manufacturing vendors that conduct and manage these activities on its behalf. The
financial terms of these agreements are subject to negotiation, vary from contract to contract, and may result in uneven payment flows. There may be
instances in which payments made to the Company’s vendors will exceed the level of services provided and result in a prepayment. Payments under some
of these contracts depend on factors such as the successful enrollment of subjects and the completion of clinical trial milestones. In amortizing or accruing
service fees, the Company estimates the time period over which services will be performed, enrollment of subjects, number of sites activated and the level
of effort to be expended in each period. If the actual timing of the performance of services or the level of effort varies from the Company’s estimate, the
Company will adjust the accrued or prepaid expense balance accordingly. To date, there have been no material differences from the Company’s estimates
to the amounts actually incurred.

Development Financing Agreement

The Company accounts for the Development Financing Agreement (the Financing Agreement) (see Note 5) as a debt instrument. Accordingly, the
Company has recorded payments received under the Financing Agreement as part of a development financing liability in the Company’s condensed
consolidated balance sheet. The liability is recorded at amortized cost and accreted to the contractual success fee amounts based on the estimated timing of
regulatory approval and attainment of certain sales milestones using an imputed interest rate. Certain transaction fees incurred specifically to complete the
Financing Agreement were capitalized and recorded as a reduction to the carrying amount of the development financing liability and are being amortized
to interest expense using the effective interest rate method.

There are several factors that could affect the estimated timing of regulatory approval and attainment of sales milestones, some of which are not
entirely within the Company’s control. Therefore, at each reporting date, the Company reassesses the estimated timing of regulatory approval and
attainment of sales milestones and the expected contractual success fee payments due therefrom. If the timing and/or amount of such expected payments is
materially different than original estimates, the Company will prospectively adjust the accretion of the development financing liability and the imputed
interest rate.

The Company identified certain contingent repayment features in the Financing Agreement that are required to be bifurcated from the debt host
instrument as embedded derivative liabilities; however, the Company determined the fair value of these features, both individually and in the aggregate,
was immaterial at inception and as of September 30, 2023. The fair value of these features will be assessed at each reporting date and will be marked to
market, if material. To determine the amount to record for the embedded derivative liabilities, the Company must assess the probability of occurrence of
various potential future events that could affect the timing and/or amount of future cash flows related to the Financing Agreement.

Stock-Based Compensation

Stock-based compensation is measured at fair value on the grant date of the award. Compensation cost is recognized as expense on a straight-line
basis over the vesting period for options with service conditions, and forfeitures are accounted for as they occur. The Company uses the Black-Scholes
option pricing model to determine the fair value of stock option awards. The determination of fair value for stock-based awards using an option-pricing
model requires management to make certain assumptions regarding subjective input variables such as expected term, dividends, volatility and risk-free
rate. If actual results are not consistent with the Company’s assumptions and judgments used in making these estimates, the Company may be required to
increase or decrease compensation expense, which could be material to the Company’s results of operations.
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Recently Issued Accounting Pronouncements

ASU 2016-13

In June 2016, the FASB issued ASU No. 2016-13, Financial Instruments—Credit Losses (Topic 326): Measurement of Credit Losses on Financial
Instruments, an amendment which modifies the measurement and recognition of credit losses for most financial assets and certain other instruments. The
amendment updates the guidance for measuring and recording credit losses on financial assets measured at amortized cost by replacing the “incurred loss”
model with an “expected loss” model. Accordingly, these financial assets will be presented at the net amount expected to be collected. The amendment
also requires that credit losses related to available-for-sale debt securities be recorded as an allowance through net income rather than reducing the
carrying amount under the current, other-than-temporary-impairment model. In November 2019, FASB issued ASU No. 2019-10, Financial Instruments—
Credit Losses (Topic 326), Derivatives and Hedging (Topic 815) and Leases (Topic 842), which deferred the adoption deadline for smaller reporting
companies to fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2022, including interim periods within those fiscal years. Early adoption is permitted, and entities
are required to use a modified retrospective approach, with certain exceptions. The Company adopted this standard on January 1, 2023 and noted no
material impact on its condensed consolidated financial statements and related disclosures.

3. Other Accrued Liabilities

Other accrued liabilities consist of (in thousands):
 

   
September 30,

2023    
December 31,

2022  
Accrued compensation   $ 5,648   $ 5,779 
Accrued professional fees and other    3,614    1,372 
Current portion of operating lease liability    206    664 

    

Total other accrued liabilities   $ 9,468   $ 7,815 
    

4. Collaboration and License Agreement

On January 6, 2023, the Company entered into a Collaboration and License Agreement (the License Agreement) with Kaken Pharmaceuticals Co.,
Ltd (Kaken). The Company granted Kaken an exclusive license to develop and commercialize seladelpar (the Licensed Product) for the treatment of
primary biliary cholangitis (PBC) in Japan.

Pursuant to the terms of the License Agreement, Kaken will bear the cost of, and be responsible for, among other things, conducting the clinical
studies and other developmental activities for the Licensed Product in PBC in Japan as well as preparing and filing applications for regulatory approval
and commercializing the Licensed Product in Japan. Kaken is obligated to use commercially reasonable efforts to develop, obtain regulatory approval for,
and commercialize, the Licensed Product in Japan, including obtaining pricing approval for the Licensed Product in Japan.

The License Agreement also obligates the Company to transfer the licensed technology and know-how to Kaken (which was completed during the
three months ended June 30, 2023). Such initial technology transfer comprises existing data and information related to the Company’s clinical trials,
nonclinical studies, and other pre-clinical studies, as well as certain chemistry manufacturing and controls (CMC) data and information. The Company is
further obligated to deliver to Kaken data and information from its ongoing clinical trials, CMC data, and other information that is reasonably necessary
for Kaken to develop and seek regulatory approval of seladelpar for the treatment of PBC in Japan.

The Company agreed to supply to Kaken its requirements of Licensed Product for clinical and commercial use, which may be terminated upon
specified circumstances, and with appropriate technology transfer. The supply of the Licensed Products to Kaken will be provided based on the clinical
supply agreement, pursuant to which the Company will supply all of Kaken’s requirements for clinical materials and test materials to be used for Kaken’s
development of the Licensed Product in accordance with the License Agreement and a commercial supply agreement, the terms of which are to be
negotiated and finalized between the parties in the future. The Company is also responsible for the completion of global CMC development activities to
enable future commercial supply of the Licensed Product to Kaken. The Company may also be requested by Kaken to conduct CMC activities specific to
commercialization in Japan and to provide other assistance.

Pursuant to the License Agreement, the Company and Kaken also agreed to establish a joint steering committee to provide strategic oversight of both
parties’ activities under the License Agreement.
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The License Agreement may be terminated early by either party for material breach, upon a party’s insolvency or bankruptcy or upon a challenge by
one party of any patents of the other party, and Kaken may terminate in specified situations, including for a safety concern, clinical failure, or termination
of an underlying in-license to the Company. Kaken may also terminate the License Agreement at its convenience with specified prior notice.

In consideration of the license and other rights granted by the Company, Kaken made an upfront cash payment to the Company of ¥4.5 billion in
January 2023 (or $34.2 million, comprised of $33.7 million of contract consideration and a $0.5 million foreign exchange gain recorded in the three
months ended March 31, 2023) and is obligated to pay potential milestone payments to the Company totaling up to ¥17.0 billion (approximately
$128.0 million at contract inception date) upon the achievement of certain regulatory and sales milestones.

The Company concluded that Kaken is a customer and that the arrangement represents a contract with a customer under the scope of ASC 606. The
Company identified the following key promised goods and services that represent performance obligations under the arrangement:
 

 (1) the exclusive license to develop and commercialize seladelpar in Japan, including the initial transfer of the underlying technology and
know-how,

 

 (2) delivery of data gathered through the execution of the Company’s ongoing development activities for PBC to support Kaken’s regulatory
filings in Japan which will occur at specific points in time when such information is available, and

 

 (3) completing the Company’s global CMC development activities and the reporting of such activities for the manufacture and supply of the
Licensed Product to Kaken.

To determine the standalone selling price of each performance obligation above, estimation approaches involving significant estimates and
assumptions were used that include but are not limited to, expected market opportunity and pricing, future clinical trial and CMC development costs,
timelines, and likelihood of success of clinical and regulatory activities. To determine the standalone selling price of the license, the Company used a
discounted cash flow analysis of projected cash flows and potential revenues from the commercial sale of seladelpar in Japan. To determine the standalone
selling prices of the Company’s obligation to deliver data from ongoing development activities and its obligation to complete global CMC development
activities, the expected cost plus margin approach was used.

The Company recognized $0 and $31.0 million of collaboration revenue for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, respectively,
related to the $33.7 million upfront fee. The $31.0 million of collaboration revenue recognized during the nine months ended September 30, 2023 relates to
the completion of the initial technology transfer associated with the license to develop and commercialize seladelpar in Japan. The remaining $2.7 million
portion of the upfront fee is deferred and will be recognized on completion of the Company’s ongoing clinical data delivery and CMC development
performance obligations. This deferred collaboration revenue is expected to be recognized as the remaining performance obligations are satisfied at
different points in time in the future. Of the $2.7 million balance of deferred collaboration revenue, $1.1 million is classified as non-current on the
Company’s condensed consolidated balance sheet, as this portion of the deferred collaboration revenue balance is expected to be recognized beyond
twelve months from the balance sheet date. All future potential milestone amounts were not included in the transaction price, as they were all determined
to be fully constrained as they are contingent on the achievement of development activities, regulatory approvals and sales-based milestones as defined in
the License Agreement. Additionally, the Company expects that any consideration related to sales-based milestones will be recognized if/when the
subsequent sales occur.

5. Development Financing Agreement

On July 30, 2021 (the Effective Date), the Company entered into a Development Financing Agreement (the Financing Agreement) with an affiliate
of Abingworth LLP (Abingworth) to provide funding to the Company to support its development of seladelpar for the treatment of PBC. The Financing
Agreement provided the Company $75.0 million in base funding, of which $25.0 million was provided in August 2021, $25.0 million was provided in
November 2021, and $25.0 million was provided in January 2022. The use of proceeds from the funding is limited to PBC “Development Program” costs
incurred or paid as defined in the Financing Agreement. In return, the Company will pay to Abingworth:

(1) contingent upon the first to occur of regulatory approval of seladelpar for the treatment of PBC in the U.S., U.K., Germany, Spain, Italy or
France (Regulatory Approval), fixed success payments equal to 2.0x of the funding provided, consisting of $10 million payable in 90 days after the
Regulatory Approval and thereafter, payments due on the first six anniversaries of the Regulatory Approval in the amounts of $15.0 million,
$22.5 million, $22.5 million, $25.0 million, $27.5 million and $27.5 million, respectively and
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(2) variable success payments equal to 1.1x of the funding provided, consisting of sales milestone payments of (x) $17.5 million and
$27.5 million, respectively upon first reaching certain cumulative U.S. product sales thresholds, and (y) $37.5 million upon first reaching a specified
U.S. product sales run rate.

Promptly following receipt of Regulatory Approval, the Company is required to execute a note agreement and deliver a promissory note to
Abingworth within two business days to convert the fixed and variable success payments into a note payable. At the time that Abingworth receives,
collectively, an aggregate of 3.1x of the funding provided ($232.5 million), the Company’s payment obligations under the Financing Agreement will be
fully satisfied. The Company has the option to satisfy its payment obligations to Abingworth upon Regulatory Approval, or a change of control of the
Company, by paying an amount equal to the remaining payments payable to Abingworth subject to a mid-single-digit discount rate. Upon a change of
control of the Company, an acceleration payment of 1.35x of the funding provided is payable, net of payments already made to Abingworth and creditable
against future payments to Abingworth.

Pursuant to the Financing Agreement, the Company granted Abingworth a security interest in all its assets (other than intellectual property not
related to seladelpar), provided that the Company is permitted to incur certain indebtedness. The security interest will terminate when the Company has
paid Abingworth 2.0x of the funding provided or upon certain terminations of the Financing Agreement.

The Financing Agreement provides for negative, affirmative and additional covenants, which the Company must comply with for the duration of the
Financing Agreement term. As of September 30, 2023, the Company was in compliance with all covenants stipulated in the Financing Agreement.

In certain instances, upon the termination of the Financing Agreement, the Company will be obligated to pay Abingworth a multiple of the amounts
paid to the Company under the Financing Agreement, including specifically:

(i) 310% of such amounts in the event that Abingworth terminates the Financing Agreement due to (x) a Fundamental Breach, as defined in the
Financing Agreement, (y) the bankruptcy of the Company, or (z) a safety concern resulting from gross negligence on the part of the Company or due
to a safety concern that was material on the Effective Date and the material data showing such safety concern was not publicly known, disclosed to
Abingworth, or in the diligence room made available to Abingworth,

(ii) 200% of such amounts in the event the Financing Agreement is terminated due to (x) Material Breach, as defined in the Financing Agreement, by
the Company or (y) the security interests of Abingworth being invalidated or terminated other than as set forth in the Financing Agreement, and

(iii) 100% of such amounts in the event of certain irresolvable disagreements within the executive review committee overseeing the Company’s
development of seladelpar.

In addition, if, following certain terminations, the Company continues to develop seladelpar for the treatment of PBC and obtains regulatory
approval, it will make the payments to Abingworth as if the Financing Agreement had not been terminated, less any payments made upon termination.

The Company shall not be obligated to make any payments to Abingworth under certain instances of technical or regulatory failure of the PBC
development program as defined in the Financing Agreement.

As part of the arrangement, an executive review committee was established between the Company and Abingworth to discuss the Company’s
development of seladelpar.

The Company evaluated the Financing Agreement and determined it to be a research and development funding arrangement with the characteristics
of a debt instrument, as the transfer of financial risk to Abingworth was not considered substantive and genuine. Accordingly, the Company has recorded
payments received under the Financing Agreement as part of a development financing liability in its condensed consolidated balance sheets. The Company
accounts for the overall development financing liability at amortized cost based on the estimated timing of regulatory approval and attainment of certain
sales milestones and the contractual success fee payments expected to be due therefrom, as discounted using an imputed interest rate. The development
financing liability is being accreted as interest expense to its expected future repayment amount over the expected life of the agreement using the effective
interest rate method. Certain legal and financial advisory fees incurred specifically to complete the Financing Agreement were capitalized and recorded as
a reduction to the carrying amount of the development financing liability and are also being amortized to interest expense using the effective interest
method.
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There are several factors that could affect the estimated timing of regulatory approval and attainment of sales milestones, some of which are not
entirely within the Company’s control. Therefore, the Company periodically reassesses the estimated timing of regulatory approval and attainment of sales
milestones and the expected contractual success fee payments due therefrom. If the timing and/or amount of such expected payments is materially different
than original estimates, the Company will prospectively adjust the accretion of the development financing liability and the imputed interest rate.

The Company identified certain contingent repayment features in the agreement that are required to be bifurcated from the debt host instrument as
embedded derivative liabilities; however, the fair value of these features was immaterial at the Effective Date and as of September 30, 2023. The fair value
of the embedded derivative liabilities will be assessed at subsequent reporting dates if material.

As of September 30, 2023, the development financing liability was classified as a long-term liability, as the Company expects the related repayments
to take place between late 2024 and 2030 for purposes of the model used to calculate its carrying value. The imputed interest rate on the unamortized
portion of the development financing liability was approximately 19.2% as of September 30, 2023.

6. Stockholders’ Equity

Preferred and Common Stock Authorized

The Company is authorized to issue 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock and 200,000,000 shares of common stock as of September 30, 2023 and
December 31, 2022.

Sale of Common Stock and Prefunded Warrants

On September 11, 2023, pursuant to a shelf registration statement on Form S-3, the Company issued a total of 14,521,307 shares of its common
stock at $17.13 per share and a pre-funded warrant to purchase up to an aggregate of 583,771 shares of common stock at a purchase price of $17.1299 per
share in an underwriting public offering (September 2023 public offering). The pre-funded warrant has an exercise price of $0.0001 per share, was fully
exercisable upon issuance and has no expiration date. The aggregate net proceeds to the Company from this offering was approximately $242.8 million,
after deducting underwriting discounts and commissions and other offering expenses.

The pre-funded warrant was determined to be equity-classified; accordingly, proceeds received from its issuance were recorded as a component of
stockholders’ equity within additional paid-in capital. The Company determined that the pre-funded warrant should be equity classified because it is a
freestanding financial instrument, is immediately exercisable, does not embody an obligation for the Company to repurchase its shares, permits the holders
to receive a fixed number of shares of common stock upon exercise, is indexed to the Company’s common stock and meets the equity classification
criteria. The September 2023 pre-funded warrant was not exercised and therefore remains outstanding as of September 30, 2023.

On January 23, 2023, pursuant to a shelf registration statement on Form S-3, the Company issued a total of 11,821,428 shares of its common stock
at $7.00 per share in an underwritten public offering (January 2023 public offering). Concurrently, the Company sold a pre-funded warrant to purchase up
to an aggregate of 2,142,857 shares of common stock at a purchase price of $6.9999 per share. The pre-funded warrant has an exercise price of $0.0001
per share, was fully exercisable upon issuance, and has no expiration date. The aggregate net proceeds to the Company from this offering was
$92.4 million, after deducting underwriting discounts and commissions and other offering expenses.

The pre-funded warrant was determined to be equity classified; accordingly, proceeds received from its issuance were recorded as a component of
stockholders’ equity within additional paid-in capital. The January 2023 pre-funded warrant was not exercised and therefore remains outstanding as of
September 30, 2023.

Pursuant to the Company’s public equity offering completed in November 2021, the Company issued pre-funded warrants to purchase 3,125,000
shares of common stock at a price of $3.9999 per share (November 2021 public offering). These pre-funded warrants have an exercise price of $0.0001
per share, were fully exercisable upon issuance, and have no expiration date. The pre-funded warrants were determined to be equity classified;
accordingly, proceeds received from their issuance were recorded as a component of stockholders’ equity within additional paid-in capital. In February
2023, pre-funded warrants to purchase 625,000 shares of common stock from the November 2021equity financing were net exercised, resulting in 624,992
shares of common stock being issued to the holders of the pre-funded warrants.

In total, pre-funded warrants from the above November 2021, January 2023, and September 2023 public offerings to purchase up to an aggregate of
5,226,628 shares of common stock remain outstanding as of September 30, 2023.
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At-the-Market (ATM) Facility

In March 2023, the Company filed a registration statement on Form S-3 with the SEC and entered into an at-the-market facility (ATM) to sell up to
$100.0 million of common stock under the registration statement. To date, the Company has not sold any shares of common stock under the ATM.

7. Net Loss Per Common Share

Basic net loss per share of common stock is based on the weighted-average number of shares of common stock equivalents outstanding during the
period. Pre-funded warrants to purchase shares of common stock were included in the weighted-average common stock share equivalents outstanding for
the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022.

In all periods presented, the Company’s outstanding stock options were excluded from the calculation of net loss per share because their effect
would be antidilutive. The following table sets forth the computation of basic and diluted net loss per share (in thousands, except share and per share
amounts):
 

   
Three Months Ended

September 30,    
Nine Months Ended

September 30,  
   2023    2022    2023    2022  
Numerator:         

Net loss   $ (33,882)   $ (24,505)   $ (63,468)   $ (79,368) 
Denominator:                     

Weighted average number of:                     
Common stock shares outstanding    100,967,268    84,679,272    97,418,629    84,678,388 
Pre-funded warrants outstanding    4,750,728    3,125,000    4,556,237    3,125,000 

        

Total    105,717,996    87,804,272    101,974,866    87,803,388 
Net loss per share   $ (0.32)   $ (0.28)   $ (0.62)   $ (0.90) 

The following table shows the total outstanding securities considered anti-dilutive and therefore excluded from the computation of net loss per share:
 

   
Three Months Ended

September 30,    
Nine Months Ended

September 30,  
   2023    2022    2023    2022  
Common stock options    16,853,639    13,960,454    16,853,639    13,960,454 
Incentive awards    51,369    101,182    51,369    101,182 

        

Total    16,905,008    14,061,636    16,905,008    14,061,636 
        

8. Stock Plans and Stock-Based Compensation

Stock Plans

2023 Equity Incentive Plan

In June 2023, the Company’s stockholders approved the Company’s 2023 Equity Incentive Plan (the 2023 Plan), pursuant to which the Company
may grant incentive stock options, nonstatutory stock options, stock appreciation rights, restricted stock awards, restricted stock unit awards, performance
stock awards, and other stock awards to its directors, employees and consultants (each, a Participant), with certain limitations. The 2023 Plan is the
successor to and continuation of the Company’s 2013 Equity Incentive Plan and returning and remaining shares under the 2013 Plan will become available
for issuance pursuant to awards granted under the 2023 Plan.

The 2023 Plan permits the Company to grant options and stock appreciation rights at an exercise price not less than 100% of the Fair Market Value
(as defined in the 2023 Plan) on the grant date of the underlying award. With certain exceptions, (i) no option or stock appreciation right may be exercised
after the expiration of ten years from the grant date of such award and (ii) the vesting of options and stock appreciation rights will cease upon termination
of the Participant’s Continuous Service (as defined in the 2023 Plan).
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Restricted stock awards and restricted stock unit awards will be subject to terms and conditions as determined by the Company’s Board. Except as
otherwise provided pursuant to agreement or by the determination of the Board, the vesting of restricted stock awards and restricted stock unit awards will
cease upon termination of the Participant’s Continuous Service. A restricted stock unit award may be settled by the issuance of shares of common stock or
cash (or any combination thereof) or in any form of payment as determined by the Board and specified in the restricted stock unit award agreement.

The Board will determine factors related to the achievement of performance and other terms and conditions when granting performance awards
pursuant to the 2023 Plan.

The aggregate number of shares of common stock that may be issued under the 2023 Plan will not exceed 25,883,628 shares; provided, that, the
aggregate maximum number of shares of common stock that may be issued pursuant to the exercise of incentive stock options is 9,500,000 shares. The
share reserve under the 2023 Plan may be increased upon approval by the Company’s stockholders. 

2020 New Hire Plan

In October 2020, the Company’s board of directors approved the 2020 New Hire Plan, as amended in July 2023 (the 2020 New Hire Plan), under
which shares of common stock are reserved for the granting of nonqualified stock options, stock appreciation rights, restricted stock awards, restricted
stock unit awards, performance stock awards, performance cash awards and other stock awards by the Company as an inducement to prospective new hire
employees of the Company. The 2020 New Hire Plan has a term of ten years. The 2020 New Hire Plan permits the Company to (i) grant nonqualified
options to new hire employees at not less than 85% of fair value; (ii) award stock bonuses; and (iii) grant rights to acquire restricted stock at not less than
85% of fair value. Options generally vest over a four-year period and have a term of ten years. The share reserve under the 2020 New Hire Plan may be
increased at the discretion of and approval by the board of directors.

Stock Plan Summary

As of September 30, 2023, there were 9,439,589 common stock shares available for future grants under the 2023 Plan and the 2020 New Hire Plan.
During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, the Company granted to its employees and directors stock options to purchase 697,000 and
5,175,135 shares of common stock, respectively from all plans.

Stock-Based Compensation Expense

Stock-based compensation expense is included in the condensed consolidated statements of operations and comprehensive loss and is as follows (in
thousands):
 

   
Three Months Ended

September 30,    
Nine Months Ended

September 30,  
   2023    2022    2023    2022  
Research and development   $ 1,413   $ 1,052   $ 4,361   $3,220 
General and administrative    2,311    1,298    6,200    3,936 

        

Total stock-based compensation expense   $ 3,724   $ 2,350   $10,561   $7,156 
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Item 2. Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations

Operating results for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 are not necessarily indicative of results that may occur in future interim
periods or for the full fiscal year.

This Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q contains statements indicating expectations about future performance and other forward-looking statements
within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act, and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, or the Exchange Act, that involve risks
and uncertainties. Words such as “may,” “will,” “should,” “could,” “would,” “expect,” “plan,” “anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “project,”
“potential,” “seek,” “target,” “goal,” “intend,” variations of such words, and similar expressions are intended to identify forward-looking statements.
These statements appear throughout this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q and are statements regarding our current expectation, belief, or intent, primarily
with respect to our operations and related industry developments. Examples of these statements include, but are not limited to, statements regarding our
expectations with respect to the following: our business and scientific strategies; the progress of our product development programs and the timing of
results; regulatory submissions and approvals; the impact of COVID-19 on our company and operations; our drug discovery technologies; our research
and development expenses; protection of our intellectual property; sufficiency of our cash and capital resources and the need for additional capital; and
our operations and legal risks. You should not place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements. Our actual results and the timing of events may
differ significantly from the results discussed in the forward-looking statements for many reasons. Factors that might cause such a difference include those
discussed under the caption “Risk Factors” and elsewhere in this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q. These and many other factors could affect our future
financial and operating results. We undertake no obligation to update any forward-looking statement to reflect events after the date of this Quarterly
Report. In addition, statements that “we believe” and similar statements reflect our beliefs and opinions on the relevant subject. These statements are
based on information available to us as of the date of this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q. While we believe that information provides a reasonable basis
for these statements, that information may be limited or incomplete. Our statements should not be read to indicate that we have conducted an exhaustive
inquiry into or review of all relevant information. These statements are inherently uncertain and investors are cautioned not to unduly rely on these
statements.

Overview

We are a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company focused on developing innovative therapies for patients with liver and other chronic diseases
with high unmet medical need. Our lead product candidate, seladelpar, is a potent and selective agonist of peroxisome proliferator activated receptor delta
(PPARd), a nuclear receptor that regulates genes directly or indirectly involved in the synthesis of bile acids/sterols, metabolism of lipids and glucose,
inflammation, and fibrosis. We have been focused on developing seladelpar for the treatment of primary biliary cholangitis (PBC), an autoimmune disease
that causes progressive destruction of the bile ducts in the liver resulting in impaired bile flow (cholestasis) and inflammation.

Seladelpar—Primary Biliary Cholangitis (PBC)

On September 7, 2023, we announced topline results from our Phase 3 RESPONSE study. The study evaluated the safety and efficacy of seladelpar
for the treatment of PBC. The trial achieved the primary and all key secondary endpoints of the trial. A total of 61.7% of patients on seladelpar 10 mg
(n=128) met the primary composite endpoint related to serum alkaline phosphatase and bilirubin at 12 months versus 20.0% on placebo (n=65; p<0.0001).
Alkaline phosphatase at 12 months (key secondary endpoint) normalized in 25.0% of patients on seladelpar vs. zero on placebo (p<0.0001). The least-
squares mean percent reduction in alkaline phosphatase at 12 months was 42.4% in the seladelpar group vs. 4.3% in the placebo group (p<0.0001).
Seladelpar treatment compared to placebo also demonstrated a statistically significant reduction in pruritus, or itch (key secondary endpoint), after 6
months of treatment. Seladelpar-treated patients with a baseline Numerical Rating Scale (NRS)>4 (moderate to severe pruritus) had a least-square mean
reduction of 3.2 points in pruritus NRS (n=49) compared to 1.7 points for patients in the placebo group (n=23; p<0.005). Overall, the safety profile was
comparable between placebo and seladelpar groups and was consistent with previous studies. Treatment-emergent adverse events, serious adverse events,
and patient discontinuations were generally balanced across the treatment and placebo arms. There were no treatment-related serious adverse events in the
study. Seladelpar’s tolerability profile appeared favorable and consistent with previous studies.

On August 10, 2023, we announced the initiation of a 52-week, placebo-controlled, randomized, Phase 3 study — “Intended to Determine the
Effects of seladelpar on normalization of Alkaline phosphatase (ALP) Levels in subjects with Primary Biliary Cholangitis (PBC)” (IDEAL). The IDEAL
study aims to enroll 75 patients with PBC who have an incomplete response or intolerance to ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA), in each case with ALP
greater than the upper limit of normal (ULN) but less than 1.67xULN, and total bilirubin less than or equal to 2xULN. Patients will be randomly assigned
using a 2:1 ratio to oral, once daily seladelpar 10 mg or placebo. The primary outcome measure is the normalization of ALP at 52 weeks. Additional key
outcomes evaluating efficacy include the percent change from baseline in ALP at 52 weeks and the level of self-reported pruritus at 6 months for patients
with moderate to severe symptoms at baseline, assessed by NRS and recorded by electronic diary.
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In September 2023, we announced the initiation of the AFFIRM study, a randomized, placebo-controlled confirmatory study to evaluate the effect
of seladelpar on clinical outcomes in patients with compensated cirrhosis due to PBC. The AFFIRM study is planned to enroll approximately 192 patients
with PBC who have compensated cirrhosis (Child-Pugh A or Child-Pugh B) based on prespecified clinical criteria. Patients will be randomly assigned
using a 2:1 ratio to oral, once daily seladelpar or placebo for a fixed duration of three years. The primary outcome measure is the time from start of
treatment to the first occurrence of clinical events (all-cause death, liver transplant, hospitalization for other serious liver-related events, and progression to
Child-Pugh C decompensated cirrhosis). Additional key outcomes include overall survival, liver transplant-free survival, and time to hospitalization for
serious liver-related events.

In addition, we are continuing to enroll eligible patients in our ASSURE trial, an open-label, long-term study intended to collect additional long-
term safety and efficacy data to support registration. ASSURE is open to patients from our previously completed Phase 2 open label study and our Phase 3
ENHANCE study, patients who completed treatment in RESPONSE, and patients who complete treatment in certain Phase 1 studies. As of September 30,
2023, the ASSURE trial has enrolled over 300 patients.

MBX-2982

In November 2020, we announced a Phase 2a proof-of-pharmacology study led by AdventHealth Translational Research Institute and funded by the
Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust to evaluate MBX-2982, a G protein-coupled receptor 119 (GPR119) agonist, in subjects with type 1
diabetes (T1D). The study assessed whether MBX-2982 enhanced glucagon secretion during insulin-induced hypoglycemia in subjects with T1D. The
study found that while MBX-2982 demonstrated pharmacodynamic action, it did not demonstrate the pharmacology needed to benefit the T1D population
as there was no change in glucagon secretion during clamps in subjects with T1D dosed with MBX-2982 versus placebo. The Company is not planning any
further studies with MBX-2982.

Critical Accounting Policies and Estimates

Our management’s discussion and analysis of our financial condition and results of operations is based on our condensed consolidated financial
statements, which have been prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States (GAAP). The preparation of these
condensed consolidated financial statements requires us to make estimates and judgments that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and
disclosure of contingent liabilities at the date of the condensed consolidated financial statements, as well as the reported revenues and expenses during the
reporting periods. We base our estimates on historical experience and on various other factors that we believe to be materially reasonable under the
circumstances, the results of which form our basis for making judgments about the carrying value of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent from
other sources, and evaluate our estimates on an ongoing basis. Actual results may materially differ from those estimates under different assumptions or
conditions.

There have been no changes to our critical accounting policies, except for our revenue recognition policy with respect to the Kaken license
agreement, since we filed our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2022 with the SEC on March 23, 2023. For a description of
our critical accounting policies and estimates, please refer to our Annual Report on Form 10-K.

Recent Accounting Pronouncements

Refer to Note 2—Summary of Significant Accounting Policies in the notes to our unaudited interim condensed consolidated financial statements in
Part I, Item 1 of this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q, for a discussion of recent accounting pronouncements.

Results of Operations

General

To date, we have not generated any income from operations. As of September 30, 2023, we have an accumulated deficit of $936.3 million, primarily
as a result of expenditures for research and development, general and administrative expenses and net interest expenses from inception to that date.
Currently, our lead product candidate is in late-stage development but will require additional work and regulatory approval before it can be fully licensed
or commercialized. Accordingly, we expect to continue to incur substantial losses from operations for the foreseeable future and there can be no assurance
that we will ever generate sufficient revenue to achieve and sustain profitability. Until we can generate sufficient product revenue, which we may never do,
we will need to finance future cash needs through potential collaborative, partnering or other strategic arrangements, as well as through equity offerings,
debt financings or a combination of the foregoing.
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Operating Results

Our results of operations for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022 are presented below (in thousands):
 

   
Three Months Ended

September 30,  
 

Change
Q3

2023 vs. 2022 
 

Nine Months Ended
September 30,  

 

Change
Q3 YTD

2023 vs. 2022    2023   2022   2023   2022  
($ in thousands)        
Collaboration revenue   $ —    $ —    $ —    $ 31,016  $ —    $ 31,016 
Operating expenses:        

Research and development    19,962   15,459   4,503   58,050   51,765   6,285 
General and administrative    12,245   5,904   6,341   32,147   17,869   14,278 

  

Total operating expenses    32,207   21,363   10,844   90,197   69,634   20,563 
  

Loss from operations    (32,207)   (21,363)   (10,844)   (59,181)   (69,634)   10,453 
Other income (expense), net:        

Interest income    3,170   677   2,493   7,810   1,096   6,714 
Interest expense    (4,843)   (3,819)   (1,024)   (13,864)   (10,832)   (3,032) 
Other (expense) income    (2)   —     (2)   1,767   2   1,765 

  

Total other income (expense), net    (1,675)   (3,142)   1,467   (4,287)   (9,734)   5,447 
  

Net loss   $(33,882)  $(24,505)  $ (9,377)  $(63,468)  $(79,368)  $ 15,900 
  

Collaboration Revenue

On January 6, 2023, we entered into a Collaboration and License Agreement (the License Agreement) with Kaken Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd
(Kaken). Pursuant to this agreement, we granted Kaken an exclusive license to develop and commercialize seladelpar for the treatment of PBC in Japan. In
consideration of the license and other rights granted by us, Kaken made an upfront cash payment to the Company of ¥4.5 billion in January 2023 (or
$34.2 million, comprised of $33.7 million of contract consideration and a $0.5 million foreign exchange gain recorded in the three months ended
March 31, 2023).

Of the $33.7 million, we recognized $31.0 million as collaboration revenue during the nine months ended September 30, 2023. This collaboration
revenue relates to the license transfer and the delivery of certain underlying technology and know-how associated with the license. The remaining
$2.7 million portion of the upfront consideration was deferred, as it relates to our data delivery performance obligation and our CMC development
performance obligation which were not delivered as of September 30, 2023.

Research & Development Expenses

Conducting research and development is central to our business model. Research and development expenses increased $4.5 million to $20.0 million
from $15.5 million for the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, and increased $6.3 million to $58.1 million from $51.8 million
for the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively. This growth in research and development expenses was largely driven by the
increase in clinical activities for seladelpar in PBC. We expect our research and development expenses to increase in the near term as we continue to
expand our clinical activities related to seladelpar.
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Research and development expenses are detailed further in the table below (in thousands):
 

   
Three Months Ended

September 30,  
  

Change
Q3

2023 vs. 2022 
 

Nine Months Ended
September 30,  

  

Change
Q3 YTD

2023 vs. 2022    2023    2022   2023    2022  
Project costs:            

Seladelpar PBC clinical studies   $ 9,349   $ 7,955   $ 1,394  $26,237   $26,998   $ (761) 
Seladelpar drug manufacturing & development    727    1,227    (500)   2,844    5,160    (2,316) 
Seladelpar and non-seladelpar other studies    234    48    186   1,180    434    746 

          

Total project costs    10,310    9,230    1,080   30,261    32,592    (2,331) 
Internal research and development costs    9,652    6,229    3,423   27,789    19,173    8,616 

          

Total research and development   $19,962   $15,459   $ 4,503  $58,050   $51,765   $ 6,285 
          

Our project costs consist primarily of:
 

 •  expenses incurred under agreements with contract research organizations, investigative sites and service providers that conduct our clinical
trials and a substantial portion of our preclinical activities;

 

 •  the cost of acquiring materials and manufacturing drug products for use in clinical trial and research activities; and
 

 •  other costs associated with development activities, including additional studies.

Internal research and development costs consist primarily of salaries and related fringe benefits costs for our employees (such as workers’
compensation and health insurance premiums), stock-based compensation charges, travel costs, contractor costs, consulting, and other overhead expenses.
Internal costs generally benefit multiple projects and are not separately tracked per project.

Comparison of the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022

Total project costs, which primarily consisted of clinical trial expenses for seladelpar in PBC, increased $1.1 million to $10.3 million from
$9.2 million for the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively. The increase was mostly due to increased contract research expenses
for PBC as we commenced startup activities for our new AFFIRM and IDEAL clinical trials during the three months ended September 30, 2023. Internal
research and development costs increased by $3.4 million to $9.7 million from $6.2 million for the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022,
respectively, primarily due to higher employee compensation, contractor costs, and consultant expenses incurred in support of our increased clinical
activities for seladelpar in PBC.

Comparison of the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022

Total project costs, which primarily consisted of clinical trial expenses for seladelpar in PBC, decreased by $2.3 million to $30.3 million from
$32.6 million for the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively. Project costs for the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022
primarily consisted of seladelpar-related clinical trial expenses for PBC. The decrease was primarily driven by lower contract research expenses for our
RESPONSE clinical trial following completion of the trial as well as lower drug manufacturing expenses during the nine months ended September 30,
2023. Internal research and development costs increased by $8.6 million to $27.8 million from $19.2 million for the nine months ended September 30,
2023 and 2022, respectively, primarily due to higher employee compensation, contractor costs, and consultant expenses incurred in the nine months ended
September 30, 2023 as we continued to engage additional research and development personnel to startup our new AFFIRM and IDEAL clinical trials and
to support other ongoing clinical development activities.

General and Administrative Expenses

General and administrative expenses consist principally of medical affairs, commercial and administrative personnel-related costs, and associated
consulting costs, professional fees, outside services, rent, and other general operating expenses not otherwise included in research and development.

Comparison of the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022

General and administrative expenses increased by $6.3 million to $12.2 million from $5.9 million for the three months ended September 30, 2023
and 2022, respectively. The increase was driven primarily by growth in employee headcount and incremental expenditures related to our pre-commercial
planning activities for seladelpar and our continued expansion of our infrastructure. We expect these types of general and administrative expenses to
continue to increase in the future as we further expand support for our ongoing drug development activities and expand on initiatives to plan and prepare
for potential commercialization of seladelpar in PBC.
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Comparison of the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022

General and administrative expenses increased by $14.3 million to $32.1 million from $17.9 million for the nine months ended September 30, 2023
and 2022, respectively. The increase was driven primarily by growth in employee headcount in the nine months ended September 30, 2023, as we continue
to add medical affairs, commercial, and other administrative personnel, and expand our infrastructure in support of our drug development activities and
prepare for potential commercialization of seladelpar in PBC.

Other Income (Expense), Net

Other income (expense), net includes interest expense related to the accretion of the development financing liability recorded in connection with the
July 2021 Abingworth Development Financing Agreement (the Financing Agreement) using the effective interest method, net of interest income earned on
our marketable securities portfolio and other income.

Interest expense increased $1.0 million to $4.8 million from $3.8 million for the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, and
increased $3.0 million to $13.9 million from $10.8 million for the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, primarily due to interest
expense from the Abingworth Development Financing Arrangement.

Interest income increased $2.5 million to $3.2 million from $0.7 million for the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, and
increased $6.7 million to $7.8 million from $1.1 million for the nine months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, due to higher prevailing
interest rates and an increase in investments held in our portfolio.

Other income was de minimis for the three months ended September 30, 2023 and 2022. Other income was $1.8 million for the nine months ended
September 30, 2023 primarily due to the recognition of $1.3 million related to certain refundable Employee Retention Tax Credits for the years 2020 and
2021 pursuant to provisions of the CARES Act that were designed to help businesses retain employees and $0.5 million related to foreign currency
revaluation.

Liquidity and Capital Resources

We have financed our operations primarily through the sale of equity securities, licensing fees, issuance of debt and collaborations with third parties.
As of September 30, 2023, cash, cash equivalents and marketable securities totaled $438.8 million, as compared to $135.5 million as of December 31,
2022.

Development Financing

On July 30, 2021, we entered into the Financing Agreement with Abingworth to obtain funding to support our development of seladelpar for the
treatment of PBC. We received $75.0 million in funding pursuant to the Financing Agreement, of which $25 million was received in August 2021,
$25 million was received in November 2021 and $25 million was received in January 2022.

Collaboration and License Agreement

As noted above, on January 6, 2023, we entered into the License Agreement with Kaken. Pursuant to the License Agreement, we granted Kaken an
exclusive license to develop and commercialize seladelpar for the treatment of PBC in Japan. In exchange for the license and other rights granted by us,
Kaken paid us ¥4.5 billion in January 2023 (or $34.2 million, comprised of $33.7 million of contract consideration and a $0.5 million foreign exchange
gain recorded in the three months ended March 31, 2023) and are also obligated to make aggregate potential future milestone payments to us totaling up to
¥17.0 billion ($128.0 million at exchange rates in effect at contract inception date) upon Kaken’s achievement of certain regulatory and sales milestones.
We agreed to manufacture and supply seladelpar to Kaken for use in the territory in exchange for payments from Kaken as set forth in the License
Agreement with specific terms defined or to be defined in supply agreements. We will deliver to Kaken data from our clinical trials, nonclinical studies and
other pre-clinical data, chemistry manufacturing and controls (CMC) data, and other information (when such data and information becomes available), and
know-how that is controlled by us that is reasonably necessary for Kaken to seek regulatory approval in Japan. We may also be requested by Kaken to
conduct CMC activities specific to commercialization in Japan and provide other assistance.

Pursuant to the License Agreement, we and Kaken also agreed to establish a joint steering committee to provide strategic oversight of both parties’
activities under the License Agreement.

The License Agreement may be early terminated by either party for material breach, upon a party’s insolvency or bankruptcy or upon a challenge by
one party of any patents of the other party, and Kaken may terminate in specified situations, including for a safety concern, clinical failure or termination of
an underlying in-license to us from Janssen Pharmaceutica NV. Kaken may also terminate the License Agreement at its convenience with specified prior
notice.
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The License Agreement is effective until the date upon which (a) the royalty term has expired in Japan for the final licensed product, or (b) the
License Agreement is earlier terminated (the Initial Term). After the Initial Term, the License Agreement will be automatically
renewed for 2-year periods, unless either party has given the other party a written notice not to renew the License Agreement.

Sale of Common Stock and Pre-funded Warrants

On September 11, 2023, we sold 14,521,307 shares of common stock, at $17.13 per share and a pre-funded warrant to purchase 583,771 shares of
common stock at $17.1299 per share in a public equity offering (September 2023 public offering), for total net proceeds of $242.8 million, after deducting
underwriting discounts and commissions and other offering expenses.

On January 23, 2023, we sold 11,821,428 shares of common stock at $7.00 per share and a pre-funded warrant to purchase 2,142,857 shares of
common stock at $6.9999 per share in a public equity offering (January 2023 public offering), for total net proceeds of $92.4 million after deducting the
underwriting discount and other offering expenses.

At-the-Market (ATM) Facility

In March 2023, we filed a registration statement on Form S-3 with the SEC and entered into an at-the-market facility (ATM) to sell up to
$100.0 million of common stock under the registration statement. To date, we have not sold any shares of common stock under the ATM.

Cash Flows

The following table sets forth a summary of the net cash flow activity for each of the periods indicated below (in thousands):
 

   
Nine Months Ended

September 30,  
   2023    2022  
Net cash used in operating activities   $ (45,151)   $(65,324) 
Net cash used in investing activities    (44,462)    (54,341) 
Net cash provided by financing activities    343,043    24,550 

    

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents   $253,430   $(95,115) 
    

Operating Activities: Net cash used in operating activities for the nine months ended September 30, 2023 decreased by $20.2 million to $45.2 million
as compared to $65.3 million for the same period in the prior year, primarily due to a lower net loss due to the recognition of $31.0 million of collaboration
revenue in the nine months ended September 30, 2023, and partially offset by an increase in our operating expenses to $90.2 million from $69.6 million in
the comparable prior year period primarily due to the expansion of our late-stage clinical trial activities related to the seladelpar development program as
well as preparation for potential commercialization of seladelpar in PBC. In addition, cash was used to fund changes in our working capital due to the
timing of payments.

Investing Activities: Net cash used in investing activities was $44.5 million for the nine months ended September 30, 2023, compared to
$54.3 million provided by investing activities for the same period in the prior year, primarily due to the timing of our investments and maturities of
marketable securities.

Financing Activities: Net cash provided by financing activities was $343.0 million for the nine months ended September 30, 2023, which primarily
consisted of net proceeds of approximately $242.8 million from the September 2023 public offering and approximately $92.4 million from the January
2023 public offering. In addition, proceeds of $7.5 million were received from the issuance of common stock pursuant to our equity award plans.
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Capital Requirements

We have incurred operating losses since inception and had an accumulated deficit of $936.3 million at September 30, 2023. As of September 30,
2023, we had cash, cash equivalents and marketable securities of approximately $438.8 million, which we believe is sufficient to fund our current
operating expenses into the first half of 2026.

We expect to continue to incur substantial expenses related to our development activities for the foreseeable future as we continue product
development for seladelpar. Since product candidates in later stages of clinical development generally have higher development costs than those in earlier
stages of clinical development, primarily due to the increased size and duration of later stage clinical trials, we expect that our research and development
expenses will increase in the future. We also expect that our overall operating expenses will increase in the future as we continue to plan and prepare for
potential commercialization of seladelpar in PBC. We will therefore continue to require additional financing to develop our products and fund future
operating losses, as well as to pay our obligations to Abingworth under our Financing Agreement with Abingworth, and will seek funds through equity
financings, debt, collaborative or other arrangements with corporate sources, or through other sources of financing. It is unclear if or when any such
financing transactions will occur, on satisfactory terms or at all. Our failure to raise capital as and when needed could have a negative impact on our
financial condition and our ability to pursue our business strategies. If adequate funds are not available to us, it could have a material adverse effect on our
business, results of operations, and financial condition.

 
Item 3. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures About Market Risk

Not applicable to Smaller Reporting Companies.

 
Item 4. Controls and Procedures

Evaluation of Disclosure Controls and Procedures

We carried out an evaluation as of September 30, 2023 under the supervision and with the participation of our management, including our President
and Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer, of the effectiveness of our “disclosure controls and procedures,” which are defined in
Rule 13a-15(e) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the Exchange Act), as controls and other procedures of a company that are
designed to ensure that the information required to be disclosed by a company in the reports that it files or submits under the Exchange Act is recorded,
processed, summarized and reported, within the time periods specified in the Securities and Exchange Commission’s rules and forms, and that such
information is accumulated and communicated to our management, including our President and Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer, as
appropriate, to allow timely decisions regarding required disclosure. Based upon that evaluation, our President and Chief Executive Officer and Chief
Financial Officer concluded that our disclosure controls and procedures were effective as of September 30, 2023.

Limitations on the Effectiveness of Controls

A control system, no matter how well conceived and operated, can provide only reasonable, not absolute, assurance that the objectives of the
controls are met. Because of the inherent limitations in all control systems, no evaluation of controls can provide absolute assurance that all control issues,
if any, within a company have been detected. Accordingly, our disclosure controls and procedures are designed to provide reasonable, not absolute,
assurance that the objectives of our disclosure control system are met and, as set forth above, our President and Chief Executive Officer and Chief
Financial Officer have concluded, based on their evaluation as of the end of the period covered by this report, that our disclosure controls and procedures
were sufficiently effective to provide reasonable assurance that the objectives of our disclosure control system were met.

Changes in Internal Controls

There were no changes in our internal control over financial reporting that occurred during the quarter ended September 30, 2023, that have
materially affected, or are reasonably likely to materially affect, our internal control over financial reporting.

PART II. OTHER INFORMATION
 

Item 1. Legal Proceedings

From time to time, we may become involved in legal proceedings relating to claims arising from the ordinary course of business. Our management
believes that there are currently no claims or actions pending against us, the ultimate disposition of which could reasonably be expected to have a material
adverse effect on our results of operations, financial condition or cash flows.
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Item 1A.

Risk Factors

In addition to the factors discussed elsewhere in this report, the following are important factors that could cause actual results or events to differ
materially from those contained in any forward-looking statements made by us or on our behalf. The risks and uncertainties described below are not the
only ones we face. Additional risks and uncertainties not currently known to us or that we deem immaterial also may impair our business operations. If
any of the following risks or such other risks actually occur, our business could be harmed.

RISK FACTOR SUMMARY

We are subject to a number of risks that if realized could materially harm our business, prospects, operating results, and financial condition. Some of
the more significant risks and uncertainties we face include those summarized below. The summary below is not exhaustive and is qualified by reference
to the full set of risk factors set forth in Item 1A of this Form 10-Q “Risk Factors.” Please carefully consider all the information in this Form 10-Q,
including the full set of risks set forth in the “Risk Factors” section, and in our other filings with the SEC before making an investment decision regarding
CymaBay.
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Risks Related to Our Financial Condition and Capital Requirements
 

 

•  We have incurred significant net losses since our inception and anticipate that we will continue to incur significant losses for the foreseeable
future. We may need to raise additional equity and/or debt capital to fund our continued operations, including clinical trials and other product
development. In the event we do not successfully raise sufficient funds to finance our product development activities, we will curtail our
product development and other activities commensurate with the magnitude of the shortfall or our product development activities may cease
altogether.

 

 •  Failure to remain in compliance with our obligations under the Development Financing Agreement with Abingworth could lead to
acceleration of potentially significant payments to Abingworth.

 

 •  Our ability to generate future revenues from product sales is uncertain and depends upon our ability to successfully develop, obtain
regulatory approval for, and commercialize product candidates, including most importantly, seladelpar.

 

 •  Raising additional capital may cause dilution to our existing stockholders, restrict our operations or require us to relinquish rights to our
technologies or product candidates.

Risks Related to Clinical Development and Regulatory Approval
 

 •  Drug development and obtaining and maintaining regulatory approval for drug products is costly, time-consuming, and highly uncertain.
 

 •  Serious complications or side effects in connection with the use or development of our product candidates could lead to delay or
discontinuation of development of our product candidates.

Risks Related to Our Reliance on Third Parties
 

 •  Our manufacturing partners and other service providers, including CROs managing our clinical trials, may fail to perform adequately in their
efforts to support the development, manufacture, and commercialization of our drug candidates and future products.

Risks Related to Commercialization of Our Product Candidates
 

 •  We have never successfully commercialized a product. If any of our product candidates receive marketing approval, they may nonetheless
be unable to gain sufficient market acceptance by physicians, patients, health care payors and others in the medical community.

 

 •  If we are unable to establish sales and marketing capabilities or enter into agreements with third parties to market and sell our products, we
may be unable to generate any revenue.

 

 •  The commercial success of our products is subject to significant competition from products that may be superior to, or more cost effective
than, our products.

Risks Related to Our Intellectual Property
 

 •  We may not be able to protect the confidentiality of our trade secrets, and our patents or other means of defending our intellectual property
may be insufficient to protect our proprietary rights.

 

 •  Patents or proprietary rights of others may restrict our development, manufacturing, and/or commercialization efforts and subject us to
litigation and other proceedings that could find us liable for damages.

Risks Related to COVID-19
 

 •  Our business may be adversely affected by the effects of the COVID-19 situation, including those impacting our ability to enroll and conduct
critical clinical trials, as well as impacts to our other development efforts, administrative personnel and third-party service providers.
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Other Risks Factors – Risks Related to Employees, Information Technology, and Owning Our Common Stock
 

 •  Our business is dependent on our key personnel and will be harmed if we cannot recruit and retain leaders in our development,
administrative, and commercial organizations.

 

 •  Significant disruptions of information technology systems or breaches of data security could adversely affect our business.
 

 •  Changes in and failures to comply with United States and foreign privacy and data protection laws, regulations and standards may adversely
affect our business, operations and consolidated financial performance.

 

 •  Future sales and issuances of our common stock or rights to purchase common stock, including pursuant to our equity incentive plans, could
result in additional dilution of the percentage ownership of our stockholders and could cause our stock price to fall.

Risks Related to Our Financial Condition and Capital Requirements

We will need additional capital in the future to sufficiently fund our operations and research.

We have incurred significant net losses since our inception. We anticipate that we will continue to incur significant losses for the foreseeable future,
and we may never achieve or maintain profitability. As of September 30, 2023, we had cash, cash equivalents and marketable securities totaling
$438.8 million. To date, we have raised capital primarily through equity financings, licensing transactions and a structured finance arrangement. For
example, in January 2023, we entered into a Collaboration and License Agreement with Kaken Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. (Kaken), granting Kaken an
exclusive license to commercialize and market seladelpar for the treatment of primary biliary cholangitis (PBC) in Japan in consideration for an upfront
payment to us of $34.2 million that was paid in January 2023, potential milestone payments to us totaling up to ¥17.0 billion (approximately
$128.0 million at contract inception date) for the achievement of certain regulatory and sales milestones in Japan and additional payments to us for the
supply of seladelpar to Kaken. In September 2023, we sold 14,521,307 shares of common stock at $17.13 per share and a pre-funded warrant to purchase
583,771 shares of common stock in a public equity offering for total gross offering proceeds of approximately $258.7 million. In January 2023, we sold
11,821,428 shares of common stock at $7.00 per share and a pre-funded warrant to purchase 2,142,857 shares of common stock at $6.9999 per share in a
public equity offering for total gross offering proceeds of $97.7 million. In July 2021, we entered into a Development Financing Agreement with an
affiliate of Abingworth LLP (Abingworth) pursuant to which Abingworth provided $75 million in funding to us. We may need to raise additional equity
and/or debt capital or enter into strategic transactions to fund our continued operations, including clinical trials, other product development and
pre-commercialization activities. Our monthly spending levels vary based on new and ongoing development and corporate activities. Developing
pharmaceutical products, including conducting preclinical studies and clinical trials, is a time-consuming, expensive and uncertain process that takes years
to complete.

In the event we do not successfully raise sufficient funds to finance our product development activities, we will curtail our product development
activities and other activities commensurate with the magnitude of the shortfall and our product development activities may cease altogether. To the extent
that the costs of ongoing development exceed our current estimates and we are unable to raise sufficient additional capital to cover such additional costs,
we will need to reduce operating expenses, sell assets, enter into strategic transactions, or effect a combination of the above. No assurance can be given
that we will be able to enter into any of such transactions on acceptable terms, if at all.

Our future funding requirements and sources will depend on many factors, including but not limited to the following:
 

 •  the rate of progress and cost of our clinical studies;
 

 •  the need for additional or expanded clinical studies;
 

 •  the rate of progress and cost of our Chemistry, Manufacturing and Control development, registration, validation and commercial programs;
 

 •  the timing, economic and other terms of any licensing, collaboration or other similar arrangement into which we may enter;
 

 •  the costs and timing of seeking and obtaining FDA and other regulatory approvals;
 

 •  the extent of our other development activities;
 

 •  the costs of our pre-commercialization activities;
 

 •  the costs of filing, prosecuting, defending and enforcing our patent claims and other intellectual property rights;
 

 •  macroeconomic conditions that may impact our operations and financial condition; and
 

 •  the effect of competing products and market developments.
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If we are unable to raise additional capital in sufficient amounts or on terms acceptable to us, we will be prevented from pursuing development and
commercialization efforts, which would have a material adverse effect on our business, operating results, prospects, and on our ability to develop our
product candidates.

Failure to remain in compliance with our obligations under the Development Financing Agreement (the Financing Agreement) with Abingworth
could lead to the acceleration of potentially significant payments to Abingworth.

In July 2021, we entered into a Development Financing Agreement with Abingworth, pursuant to which Abingworth has provided $75 million in
funding to us to support our development of seladelpar for the treatment of PBC. Pursuant to the Financing Agreement, we are required to use
commercially reasonable efforts to develop seladelpar and complete our development program in accordance with the Financing Agreement and an agreed
timeline. In return, we are obligated to pay to Abingworth (1) upon the first to occur of regulatory approval of seladelpar for the treatment of PBC in the
U.S., U.K., Germany, Spain, Italy or France (Regulatory Approval), fixed success payments equal to 2.0x of the funding provided and (2) variable success
payments equal to 1.1x of the funding provided upon first reaching certain U.S. product sales milestones. At the time that Abingworth receives,
collectively, an aggregate of 3.1x of the funding provided, our payment obligations under the Financing Agreement will be fully satisfied.

The Financing Agreement terminates upon the payment of all payments owing to Abingworth, unless earlier terminated. The Agreement may be
earlier terminated in a number of circumstances including (i) by Abingworth if we fail to use commercially reasonable efforts to develop seladelpar as set
forth in the Financing Agreement or if we fail to make required payments (Fundamental Breach) or (ii) by either party if the other party materially breaches
the Agreement (Material Breach). In certain instances, upon the termination of the Financing Agreement, we will be obligated to pay Abingworth a
multiple of the amounts paid to us under the Agreement, including specifically,
 

 
(i) 310% of such amounts in the event that Abingworth terminates the agreement due to (x) a Fundamental Breach, (y) our bankruptcy, or (z) a

safety concern resulting from gross negligence on our part or due to a safety concern that was material on the Effective Date and the material
data showing such safety concern was not publicly known, disclosed to Abingworth, or in the diligence room made available to Abingworth,

 

 (ii) 200% of such amounts in the event the Agreement is terminated due to (x) our Material Breach or (y) the security interests of Abingworth
being invalidated or terminated other than as set forth in the Financing Agreement, and

 

 (iii) 100% of such amounts in the event of certain irresolvable disagreements within the executive review committee overseeing our development
of seladelpar.

In addition, if, following certain terminations, we continue to develop seladelpar for the treatment of PBC and obtain Regulatory Approval, we will
make the payments to Abingworth as if the Financing Agreement had not been terminated, less any payments made upon termination.

The payments required under the Financing Agreement are significant. Failure to raise sufficient capital or generate sufficient revenue to make such
payments if and as they become due, or failure to otherwise finance such payments would have a material adverse effect on our business. In addition, if we
are unable to comply with our obligations under the Financing Agreement and/or one of the termination events described above occurs our payments
obligations thereunder may be accelerated. The acceleration of payments under the Financing Agreement would have a material impact on our business
and we may not be able to make such payments at such time.

Our ability to generate future revenues from product sales is uncertain and depends upon our ability to successfully develop, obtain regulatory
approval for, and commercialize product candidates.

Our ability to generate revenue and achieve profitability depends on our ability, alone or with collaborators, to successfully complete the
development of, obtain the necessary regulatory approvals for, and commercialize, product candidates. We do not anticipate generating revenues from
sales of our product candidates in the near future, if ever.

Conducting preclinical testing and clinical trials is a time-consuming, expensive, and uncertain process that takes years to complete, and we may
never generate the necessary data required to obtain regulatory approval and achieve product sales. Our anticipated development costs would likely
increase if we do not obtain favorable results or if development of our product candidates is delayed. In particular, we would likely incur higher costs than
we currently anticipate if development of our product candidates is delayed because we are required by a regulatory authority such as the FDA to perform
studies or trials in addition to those that we currently anticipate. Because of the numerous risks and uncertainties associated with pharmaceutical product
development, we are unable to predict the timing or amount of any increase in our anticipated development costs.
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In addition, our product candidates, if approved, may not achieve commercial success. Our commercial revenues, if any, will be derived from sales
of products that we do not expect to be commercially available for several years, if at all. Even if one or more of our product candidates is approved for
commercial sale, we anticipate incurring significant costs in connection with commercialization. As a result, we cannot assure you that we will be able to
generate revenues from sales of any approved products, or that we will achieve or maintain profitability even if we do generate sales.

Raising additional capital may cause dilution to our existing stockholders, restrict our operations or require us to relinquish rights to our technologies
or product candidates.

Until such time, if ever, as we can generate substantial product revenues, we expect to finance our cash needs through a combination of equity
offerings, debt financings, collaborations, strategic alliances, licensing arrangements and other marketing and distribution arrangements. We do not have
any committed external source of funds. If appropriate opportunities become available, we may seek to raise additional equity and/or debt capital to fund
our continued operations, including clinical trials and other product development.

To raise additional funds to support our operations, we may sell additional equity or debt securities, enter into collaborations, strategic alliances, or
licensing arrangements or other marketing or distribution arrangements. To the extent that we raise additional capital through the sale of equity or
convertible debt securities, ownership interests of our stockholders will be diluted, and the terms of these securities may include liquidation or other
preferences that adversely affect the rights of stockholders. Debt financing, if available, may involve agreements that include covenants limiting or
restricting our ability to take specific actions, such as incurring additional debt, making capital expenditures, and declaring dividends, and may impose
limitations on our ability to acquire, sell or license intellectual property rights and other operating restrictions that could adversely impact our ability to
conduct our business.

If we raise additional funds through collaborations, strategic alliances, licensing arrangements or other marketing or distribution arrangements with
third parties, we may have to relinquish valuable rights to our intellectual property, technologies, future revenue streams, research programs or product
candidates, or grant licenses on terms that may not be favorable to us.

If we are unable to expand our operations or otherwise capitalize on our business opportunities, our business, financial condition and results of
operations could be materially adversely affected. If we are unable to raise additional funds through equity or debt financings when needed, we may be
required to delay, limit, reduce or terminate our product development or commercialization efforts, or grant others rights to develop and market product
candidates that we would otherwise prefer to develop and market ourselves.

Adverse developments affecting the financial services industry, such as actual events or concerns involving liquidity, defaults or non-performance by
financial institutions could adversely affect our current financial condition and projected business operations.

Actual events involving limited liquidity, defaults, non-performance or other adverse developments that affect financial institutions, transactional
counterparties or other companies in the financial services industry or the financial services industry generally, or concerns or rumors about any events of
these kinds or other similar risks, have in the past and may in the future lead to market-wide liquidity problems. For example, on March 10, 2023, Silicon
Valley Bank (SVB), where we hold a small portion of our cash and cash equivalents, was closed by the California Department of Financial Protection and
Innovation, which appointed the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), as receiver. On March 12, 2023, the Department of the Treasury, the
Federal Reserve and the FDIC jointly released a statement that depositors at SVB would have access to their funds, even those funds in excess of FDIC
insurance limits, under a systemic risk exception. As of March 13, 2023, we had access to our cash and cash equivalents at SVB; however, there is
uncertainty in the markets regarding the stability of regional banks and the safety of deposits in excess of the FDIC insured deposit limits. The ultimate
outcome of these events cannot be predicted, but these events could have a material adverse effect on our business operations if our ability to access funds
at SVB or any other banks we use is compromised.
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Risks Related to Clinical Development and Regulatory Approval

We depend on the success of our product candidates and we may not obtain regulatory approval or successfully commercialize our product candidates.

We have not marketed, distributed or sold any products. The success of our business depends upon our ability to develop and commercialize our
product candidates. The success of any product candidate will depend on many factors, including the following:
 

 •  successful enrollment and completion of clinical trials, including, in the case of RESPONSE, sufficient subjects that receive liver biopsies;
 

 •  the successful and timely collection and analysis of trial data;
 

 •  receipt of marketing approvals from the FDA and regulatory authorities outside the United States for the product candidate;
 

 •  establishing commercial manufacturing capabilities by making arrangements with third-party manufacturers;
 

 •  launching commercial sales of the product, whether alone or in collaboration with others;
 

 •  acceptance of the product by patients, the medical community and third-party payors;
 

 •  effectively competing with other therapies;
 

 •  a continued acceptable safety profile of the product following marketing approval; and
 

 •  obtaining, maintaining, enforcing and defending intellectual property rights and claims.

If we do not achieve one or more of these factors in a timely manner or at all, we could experience significant delays or an inability to successfully
commercialize our product candidate, which would materially harm our business.

We depend on the successful completion of clinical trials for our product candidates.

Before obtaining regulatory approval for the sale of our product candidates, we must complete our current clinical trials as well as potentially
additional clinical trials to demonstrate the safety and efficacy of our product candidates in humans. Clinical testing is expensive, difficult to design and
implement, can take many years to complete and is uncertain as to outcome. A failure of one or more of our clinical trials can occur at any stage of testing.
The outcome of preclinical testing and early clinical trials may not be predictive of the success of later clinical trials, and interim results of a clinical trial
do not necessarily predict final results. Moreover, preclinical and clinical data are often susceptible to varying interpretations and analyses, and many
companies that have believed their product candidates performed satisfactorily in preclinical studies and clinical trials have nonetheless failed to obtain
marketing approval for their products.

We may experience a number of unforeseen events during clinical trials for our product candidates, including seladelpar, that could delay or prevent
the commencement and/or completion of our clinical trials, including the following:
 

 •  regulators or institutional review boards may not authorize us or our investigators to commence a clinical trial or conduct a clinical trial at a
prospective trial site;

 

 •  the clinical study protocol may require one or more amendments delaying study completion;
 

 •  clinical trials of our product candidates may produce negative or inconclusive results, and we may decide, or regulators may require us, to
conduct additional clinical trials or abandon product development programs;

 

 
•  the number of subjects required for clinical trials of our product candidates may be larger than we anticipate, enrollment in these clinical

trials may be insufficient or slower than we anticipate, we may have to compete with other clinical trials to enroll eligible subjects, or
subjects may drop out of these clinical trials at a higher rate than we anticipate;

 

 •  the number of patients in our RESPONSE clinical trial that receive biopsies may be insufficient to satisfy regulatory requirements;
 

 •  clinical investigators or study subjects may fail to comply with clinical study protocols;
 

 •  trial conduct and data analysis issues may occur, including, but not limited to, failure to collect and analyze data in a timely manner, data
entry and/or labeling errors or data analysis errors;

 

 •  our third-party contractors may fail to comply with regulatory requirements or meet their contractual obligations to us in a timely manner, or
at all;
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 •  we might have to suspend or terminate clinical trials of our product candidates for various reasons, including a finding that the subjects are
being exposed to unacceptable health risks;

 

 •  geo-political actions may interfere with our clinical trials of seladelpar;
 

 •  regulators or institutional review boards may require that we or our investigators suspend or terminate clinical research for various reasons,
including noncompliance with regulatory requirements;

 

 •  the cost of clinical trials of our product candidates may be greater than we anticipate;
 

 •  the supply or quality of our clinical trial materials or other materials necessary to conduct clinical trials of our product candidates may be
insufficient or inadequate; and

 

 •  our product candidates may have undesirable side effects or other unexpected characteristics, causing us or our investigators to suspend or
terminate the trials.

Because successful development of product candidates is uncertain, we are unable to estimate the actual funds required to complete research and
development and commercialize our products under development.

Negative or inconclusive results of our future clinical trials of product candidates could cause the FDA or other regulatory authorities to require that
we repeat or conduct additional clinical studies. If later stage clinical trials do not produce favorable results, our ability to obtain regulatory approval for
our product candidates may be adversely impacted. For example, we expect to release top line data for RESPONSE in the third quarter of 2023, and if
positive, to submit an NDA seeking approval from the FDA for seladelpar for the second line treatment of PBC. The combined data from our trials may be
inconclusive or may not be sufficient to gain approval from the FDA. In particular, topline data may be subject to change as additional source data
validation is undertaken after the initial results are reported.

Geo-political turmoil between Russia and Ukraine have caused us to wind down clinical trial activity in Russia.

We had a small number of clinical sites in Russia in our RESPONSE clinical trial. Ongoing geo-political turmoil and continuing military action in
the region, together with widening sanctions imposed on Russia, have also caused us to begin to wind down clinical trial activity in Russia. We expect
clinical trial activity in Russia to conclude by the end of the fourth quarter of 2023.

Delays in clinical trials are common and have many causes, and any delay could result in increased costs to us and jeopardize or delay our ability to
obtain regulatory approval and commence product sales.

Clinical testing is expensive, difficult to design and implement, can take many years to complete, and is uncertain as to outcome. We may experience
delays in clinical trials at any stage of development and testing of our product candidates and any delay could result in increased costs to us. Any clinical
trials we undertake may not begin on time, have an effective design, enroll a sufficient number of subjects, or be completed on schedule, if at all. The
impact of the ongoing COVID-19 situation is also uncertain, and may create additional delays in completing our clinical trials.

Events that may result in delays or unsuccessful completion of clinical trials include the following:
 

 •  reluctance of patients to enroll in our clinical trials due to COVID-19;
 

 •  personnel shortages at clinical sites due to the COVID-19 situation that impacts our timeline or operations at clinical trial sites participating
in our clinical trials;

 

 •  competition for eligible patients from competing clinical trials;
 

 •  delays in obtaining regulatory approval to commence a trial;
 

 •  delays in reaching agreement with the FDA or other regulatory authorities on final trial design;
 

 •  imposition of a clinical hold following a reported safety event;
 

 •  an inspection of our clinical trial operations or trial sites by the FDA or other regulatory authorities;
 

 •  delays in reaching agreement on acceptable terms with prospective contract research organizations (CROs) and clinical trial sites;
 

 •  delays in obtaining required institutional review board (IRB) approval at each site;
 

 •  delays in recruiting suitable patients to participate in a trial;
 

 •  delays in having subjects complete participation in a trial or return for post-treatment follow-up;
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 •  delays caused by subjects dropping out of a trial due to side effects or otherwise;
 

 •  changes to treatment guidelines or the introduction of a new standard of care;
 

 •  delays caused by clinical sites dropping out of a trial;
 

 •  time required to add new clinical sites;
 

 •  delays by our contract manufacturers to produce and deliver sufficient supply of clinical trial materials; and
 

 •  delays in importing clinical trial materials into foreign countries where our clinical trials are being conducted.

If initiation or completion of any clinical trials we may undertake for our product candidates is delayed for any of the above reasons, our
development costs may increase, the approval process could be delayed, any periods during which we may have the exclusive right to commercialize our
product candidates may be reduced and our competitors may bring products to market before us. Any of these events could impair our ability to generate
revenues from product sales, which would have a material adverse effect on our business.

Our product candidates may cause adverse effects or have other properties that could delay or prevent their regulatory approval or limit the scope of
any approved label or market acceptance.

In May 2016, we announced results of a High Dose Phase 2 clinical study of seladelpar in patients with PBC. During the course of this trial three
cases of asymptomatic, reversible transaminase elevations occurred, and we made the decision to discontinue the study early after review of safety and
efficacy data demonstrated a need for further dose reduction to optimize clinical safety and efficacy. The emergence of adverse events (AEs) and
histological observations in subsequent seladelpar clinical trials could prevent us from further developing seladelpar or could result in the denial of
regulatory approval.

Furthermore, if any of our approved products cause serious or unexpected side effects after receiving market approval, a number of potentially
significant negative consequences could result, including the following:
 

 •  regulatory authorities may withdraw their approval of the product or impose restrictions on its distribution in a form of a risk evaluation and
mitigation strategy (REMS) plan;

 

 •  regulatory authorities may require the addition of labeling statements, such as black box or other warnings or contraindications that could
diminish the usage of the product or otherwise limit the commercial success of the affected product;

 

 •  we may be required to change the way the product is administered or to conduct additional clinical studies;
 

 •  we may choose to discontinue sale of the product;
 

 •  we could be sued and held liable for harm caused to patients; or
 

 •  our reputation may suffer.

Any of these events could prevent us from achieving or maintaining market acceptance of the affected product and could substantially increase the
costs of commercializing our product candidates.

Potential conflicts of interest arising from relationships with principal investigators for our clinical studies and any related compensation with respect
to clinical studies could adversely affect the drug approval process.

Principal investigators for our clinical studies may serve as scientific advisors or consultants to us or may be affiliated with our other service
providers, including clinical research organizations or site management organizations, and from time to time receive cash compensation in connection with
such services. If these relationships and any related compensation result in perceived or actual conflicts of interest, the integrity of the data generated at the
applicable clinical study site or in the applicable study may be questioned or jeopardized.

We may be subject to costly claims related to our clinical studies and may not be able to obtain adequate insurance.

Because we conduct clinical studies in humans, we face the risk that the use of seladelpar or other product candidates will result in adverse side
effects. We cannot predict the possible harms or side effects that may result from our clinical studies. Although we have clinical study liability insurance,
our insurance may be insufficient to cover any such events. There is also a risk that we may not be able to continue to obtain clinical study coverage on
acceptable terms. In addition, we may not have sufficient resources to pay for any liabilities resulting from a claim excluded from, or beyond the limit of,
our insurance coverage. There is also a risk that third parties that we have agreed to indemnify could incur liability. Any litigation arising from our clinical
studies, even if we are ultimately successful, would consume substantial amounts of our financial and managerial resources and may create adverse
publicity.
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After the completion of our clinical trials, we cannot predict whether or when we will obtain regulatory approval to commercialize our product
candidates and we cannot, therefore, predict the timing of any future revenue from our product candidates. Regulatory approval of a product
candidate is not guaranteed, and the approval process is expensive, uncertain and lengthy.

We cannot commercialize our product candidates until the appropriate regulatory authorities, such as the FDA, have reviewed and approved the
product candidate. The regulatory agencies may not complete their review processes in a timely manner, or we may not be able to obtain regulatory
approval for our product candidates. Additional delays may result if a product candidate is brought before an FDA advisory committee, which could
recommend restrictions on approval or recommend non-approval of the product candidate. In addition, we may experience delays or rejections based upon
additional government regulation from future legislation or administrative action, or changes in regulatory agency policy during the period of product
development, clinical studies and the review process. As a result, we cannot predict when, if at all, we will receive any future revenue from
commercialization of any of our product candidates. The FDA and foreign regulatory authorities have substantial discretion in the drug approval process,
including the ability to delay, limit or deny approval of a product candidate for many reasons, including the following:
 

 •  we may be unable to demonstrate to the satisfaction of regulatory authorities that a product candidate is safe and effective for any indication;
 

 •  regulatory authorities may not find the data from nonclinical studies and clinical studies sufficient or may differ in the interpretation of the
data;

 

 •  regulatory authorities may require additional nonclinical or clinical studies;
 

 •  regulatory authorities might not approve our third-party manufacturers’ processes or facilities for clinical or commercial product;
 

 •  regulatory authorities may change their approval policies or adopt new regulations;
 

 •  regulatory authorities may disagree with the design or implementation of our clinical studies;
 

 •  regulatory authorities may not accept clinical data from studies that are conducted in countries where the standard of care is potentially
different from the jurisdiction of that regulatory authority;

 

 •  the results of clinical studies may not meet the level of statistical significance required by regulatory authorities for approval;
 

 •  we may be unable to demonstrate that a product candidate’s clinical and other benefits outweigh its safety risks; or
 

 •  the data collection from clinical studies of our product candidates may not be sufficient to support the submission of a new drug application
(NDA), marketing authorization or other equivalent submission, or to obtain regulatory approval in the United States or elsewhere.

In addition, events raising questions about the safety of certain marketed pharmaceuticals may result in increased caution by the FDA and other
regulatory authorities in reviewing new pharmaceuticals based on safety, efficacy or other regulatory considerations and may result in significant delays in
obtaining regulatory approvals.

Even if we obtain regulatory approval for our product candidates, we will still face extensive regulatory requirements and our products may face
future development and regulatory difficulties.

Even if we obtain regulatory approval in the United States, the FDA may still impose significant restrictions on the indicated uses or marketing of
our products or impose ongoing requirements for potentially costly post-approval studies or post-market surveillance. Our products would be subject to
additional ongoing FDA requirements governing the labeling, packaging, storage, distribution, safety surveillance, advertising, promotion, record-keeping
and reporting of safety and other post-market information. The holder of an approved NDA is obligated to monitor and report AEs and any failure of a
product to meet the specifications in the NDA. The holder of an approved NDA must also submit new or supplemental applications and obtain FDA
approval for certain changes to the approved product, product labeling or manufacturing process. Advertising and promotional materials must comply with
FDA rules and are subject to FDA review, in addition to other potentially applicable federal and state laws. Furthermore, promotional materials must be
approved by the FDA prior to use for any drug receiving accelerated approval.

In addition, manufacturers of drug products and their facilities are subject to payment of user fees and continual review and periodic inspections by
the FDA and other regulatory authorities for compliance with current Good Manufacturing Practices (cGMP), and adherence to commitments made in the
NDA. If we, or a regulatory agency, discover previously unknown problems with a product, such as quality issues or AEs of unanticipated severity or
frequency, or problems with the facility where the product is manufactured, a regulatory agency may impose restrictions relative to that product or the
manufacturing facility, including requesting recall or withdrawal of the product from the market or suspension of manufacturing.
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If we, or our third-party contractors, fail to comply with applicable regulatory requirements following approval of our product candidate, a
regulatory agency may:
 

 •  issue an untitled or warning letter asserting violation of the law;
 

 •  seek an injunction or impose civil or criminal penalties up to and including imprisonment or monetary fines;
 

 •  suspend or withdraw regulatory approval;
 

 •  suspend any ongoing clinical trials;
 

 •  refuse to approve a pending NDA or supplements to an NDA; or
 

 •  request recall and/or seize product.

Any government investigation of alleged violations of law could require us to expend significant time and resources in response and could generate
negative publicity. The occurrence of any event or penalty described above may inhibit our ability to commercialize our products and inhibit our ability to
generate revenues.

The FDA and other regulatory agencies strictly regulate the promotional claims that may be made about prescription products. If we are found to have
improperly promoted our products, we may become subject to significant fines and other liability.

The FDA and other regulatory agencies strictly regulate the promotional claims that may be made about prescription products. In particular, a
product may not be promoted for uses that are not approved by the FDA or such other regulatory agencies as reflected in the product’s approved labeling.
The FDA and other regulatory agencies also regulate the pre-approval promotion of an unapproved drug. If we receive marketing approval for our product
candidates, physicians may nevertheless prescribe such products to their patients in a manner that is inconsistent with the approved label. If we are found
to have promoted such off-label uses, we may become subject to significant government fines and other related liability, such as enforcement letters,
inquiries, investigations and civil and criminal sanctions. For example, the federal government has levied large civil and criminal fines against companies
for alleged improper promotion and has enjoined several companies from engaging in off-label promotion. The FDA also has requested that companies
enter into consent decrees or permanent injunctions under which specified promotional conduct is changed or curtailed.

Even if we obtain FDA approval for our product candidates in the United States, we may never obtain approval for or commercialize our product
candidates outside of the United States, which would limit our ability to realize their full market potential.

In order to market any products outside of the United States, we must establish and comply with numerous and varying regulatory requirements on a
country-by-country basis regarding safety and efficacy. Approval by the FDA does not ensure approval by regulatory authorities in other countries or
jurisdictions. In addition, clinical trials conducted in one country may not be accepted by regulatory authorities in other countries, and regulatory approval
in one country does not guarantee regulatory approval in any other country. Approval processes vary among countries and can involve additional product
testing and validation and additional administrative review periods. Seeking foreign regulatory approval could result in difficulties and costs for us and
require additional preclinical studies or clinical trials that could be costly and time consuming. Regulatory requirements can vary widely from country to
country and could delay or prevent the introduction of our products in those countries. We do not have any product candidates approved for sale in any
jurisdiction, including international markets, and we do not have experience in obtaining regulatory approval in international markets. If we fail to comply
with regulatory requirements in international markets or to obtain and maintain required approvals, or if regulatory approvals in international markets are
delayed, our target market will be reduced and our ability to realize the full market potential of our products will be unrealized.

Coverage and adequate reimbursement may not be available for our future products, which could make it difficult for us to sell profitably, if approved.

Market acceptance and sales of any products that we commercialize will depend in part on the extent to which coverage and adequate reimbursement
will be available from third-party payors, including government health administration authorities, managed care organizations and private health insurers.
Third-party payors decide which therapies they will pay for and establish reimbursement levels. Third-party payors in the United States often rely upon
Medicare coverage policy and payment limitations in setting their own coverage and reimbursement policies. However, decisions regarding the extent of
coverage and amount of reimbursement to be provided for any products that we develop will be made on a payor-by-payor basis. One payor’s
determination to
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provide coverage for a drug does not assure that other payors will also provide coverage and adequate reimbursement for the drug. Additionally, a third-
party payor’s decision to provide coverage for a therapy does not imply that an adequate reimbursement rate will be approved. Third-party payors are
increasingly challenging the price, examining the medical necessity and reviewing the cost-effectiveness of medical products, therapies and services, in
addition to questioning their safety and efficacy. We cannot be sure that coverage and reimbursement in the United States or elsewhere will be available
for any product that we may develop, and any reimbursement that may become available may be decreased or eliminated in the future.

Our relationships with health care professionals, customers and payors may be subject to applicable anti-kickback, fraud and abuse and other health
care laws and regulations, which could expose us to significant penalties, including criminal sanctions, civil penalties, contractual damages,
reputational harm and diminished profits and future earnings.

Health care professionals and third-party payors will play a primary role in the recommendation and prescription of any products for which we
obtain marketing approval. Our current and future arrangements with healthcare professionals, third-party payors and customers may expose us to broadly
applicable fraud and abuse and other health care laws and regulations that may constrain the business or financial arrangements and relationships through
which we research, as well as market, sell and distribute our products. Restrictions under applicable federal and state health care laws and regulations,
include the federal Anti-Kickback Statute, the federal False Claims Act, Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, or HIPAA, as
amended by the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act, or HITECH, the federal false statements statute, the federal
transparency requirements under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, or
PPACA, commonly referred to as the Physician Payments Sunshine Act, and analogous state laws and regulations, such as state anti-kickback and false
claims laws.

Efforts to ensure that our business arrangements with third parties will comply with applicable health care laws and regulations will involve
substantial costs. It is possible that governmental authorities will conclude that our business practices may not comply with current or future statutes,
regulations or case law involving applicable fraud and abuse or other health care laws and regulations. If our operations are found to be in violation of any
of these laws or any other governmental regulations that may apply to us, we may be subject to significant civil, criminal and administrative penalties,
damages, fines, disgorgement, exclusion from government funded health care programs, such as Medicare and Medicaid, integrity oversight and reporting
obligations, and the curtailment or restructuring of our operations. If any of the physicians or other providers or entities with whom we expect to do
business are found to be not in compliance with applicable laws, they may be subject to significant criminal, civil or administrative sanctions, including
exclusions from government funded health care programs.

Current laws and future legislation may increase the difficulty and cost for us to obtain marketing approval of and commercialize our product
candidates and affect the prices we may obtain.

In the United States and some foreign jurisdictions, there have been a number of legislative and regulatory changes and proposed changes regarding
the health care system that could prevent or delay marketing approval of our product candidates, restrict or regulate post-approval activities and affect our
ability to profitably sell any products for which we obtain marketing approval.

For example, the PPACA was enacted to broaden access to health insurance, reduce or constrain the growth of health care spending, enhance
remedies against fraud and abuse, add new transparency requirements for health care and health insurance industries, impose new taxes and fees on the
health industry and impose additional health policy reforms. Since its enactment there have been judicial and Congressional challenges to certain aspects
of the PPACA as well as efforts to repeal or replace certain aspects of the PPACA. For example, Congress considered legislation that would repeal or
repeal and replace all or part of the PPACA. While Congress has not passed comprehensive repeal legislation, it has enacted laws that modify certain
provisions of the PPACA. It is unclear how litigation and healthcare reform measures will impact the PPACA and our business.

Legislative and regulatory proposals have been made to expand post-approval requirements and restrict sales and promotional activities for
pharmaceutical products. In addition, there have been several recent congressional inquiries, proposed bills and other proposals designed to, among other
things, bring more transparency to drug pricing, review the relationship between pricing and manufacturer patient programs, and reform government
program reimbursement methodologies for drug products including instituting reference pricing. At the federal level, for example, in July 2021, the Biden
administration released an executive order, “Promoting Competition in the American Economy,” with multiple provisions aimed at prescription drugs. In
response to Biden’s executive order, on September 9, 2021, HHS released a Comprehensive Plan for Addressing High Drug Prices that outlines principles
for drug pricing reform and sets out a variety of potential legislative policies that Congress could pursue to advance these principles. Further, on
August 16, 2022, President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA) into law, which among other things, extends enhanced subsidies for
individuals purchasing health insurance coverage in Affordable Care Act marketplaces through plan year 2025. The IRA also eliminates the “donut hole”
under the Medicare Part D program beginning in 2025 by significantly lowering the beneficiary maximum out-of-pocket cost and through a newly
established manufacturer discount program. In addition, the IRA, among other things, (1) directs the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to
negotiate the price of certain single-source
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drugs and biologics covered under Medicare and (2) imposes rebates under Medicare Part B and Medicare Part D to penalize price increases that outpace
inflation. These provisions will take effect progressively starting in fiscal year 2023, although the Medicare drug price negation program is currently
subject to legal challenges. However, it is unclear whether the Biden administration will work to reverse these measures or pursue similar policy initiatives.
At the state level, legislatures have increasingly passed legislation and implemented regulations designed to control pharmaceutical and biological product
pricing, including price or patient reimbursement constraints, discounts, restrictions on certain product access and marketing cost disclosure and
transparency measures, and, in some cases, designed to encourage importation from other countries and bulk purchasing.

We are not sure whether additional legislative changes will be enacted, or whether the FDA regulations, guidance or interpretations will be changed,
or what the impact of such changes on the marketing approvals of our product candidates and our business, if any, may be.

Risks Related to Our Reliance on Third Parties

We rely on third-party manufacturers to produce our preclinical and clinical drug supplies, and we intend to rely on third parties to produce
commercial supplies of any approved products.

We do not own or operate, and we do not expect to own or operate, facilities for product manufacturing, storage and distribution, or testing. We
currently rely on third-party manufacturers for supply of our preclinical and clinical drug supplies. We expect that in the future we will continue to rely on
such manufacturers for drug supplies that will be used in clinical trials of our product candidates, and for commercialization of any of our product
candidates that receive regulatory approval.

The facilities used by our contract manufacturers to manufacture the approved product must be approved by the FDA pursuant to inspections that
will be conducted only after we submit an NDA to the FDA, if at all. A representative from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) or another regulatory
authority may also require inspection and approval of such contract manufacturing facilities. We are completely dependent on our contract manufacturing
partners for compliance with the FDA’s requirements for manufacture of finished pharmaceutical products. If our contract manufacturers cannot
successfully manufacture material that conforms to our specifications and the FDA’s strict regulatory requirements of safety, purity and potency, we will
not be able to secure and/or maintain FDA approval for our product candidates. In addition, we have no direct control over the ability of the contract
manufacturers to maintain adequate quality control, quality assurance and qualified personnel. If our contract manufacturers cannot meet FDA standards,
we may need to find alternative manufacturing facilities, which would significantly impact our ability to develop, obtain regulatory approval for or market
our products. No assurance can be given that our manufacturers can continue to make clinical and commercial supplies of product candidates, at an
appropriate scale and cost to make it commercially feasible.

In addition, we do not have the capability to package and distribute finished products to pharmacies and other customers. If we receive marketing
approval from the FDA, we intend to sell pharmaceutical product packaged and distributed by one or more pharmaceutical product packagers/distributors.
Although we have entered into agreements with our current contract manufacturers and packager/distributor for clinical trial material, we will need to enter
into commercial agreements with contract manufacturers and with one or more pharmaceutical product packagers/distributors to ensure proper supply
chain management once we are authorized to make commercial sales of our product candidates. However, we may be unable to maintain agreements or
negotiate commercial supply agreements on commercially reasonable terms with contract manufacturers and pharmaceutical product
packagers/distributors, which could delay our ability to launch commercial sales and/or have a material adverse impact upon our business.

We rely on limited sources of supply for our product candidates, and any disruption in the chain of supply may cause delay in developing and
commercializing for each product candidate.

If supply from an approved vendor is interrupted, there could be a significant disruption in commercial supply of our products. An alternative
vendor would need to be qualified through a supplemental registration, which would be expensive, time consuming and could result in further delay. The
FDA or other regulatory agencies outside of the United States may also require additional studies if a new drug substance or drug product supplier is relied
upon for commercial production. These factors could cause the delay of clinical trials, regulatory submissions, required approvals or commercialization of
our products, and cause us to incur additional costs. Furthermore, if our suppliers fail to deliver the required commercial quantities of active
pharmaceutical ingredient on a timely basis and at commercially reasonable prices, and we are unable to secure one or more replacement suppliers capable
of production at a substantially equivalent cost, the supply chain for our products may be delayed, which could inhibit our ability to generate revenues.
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Manufacturing issues may arise that could increase product and regulatory approval costs or delay commercialization of our products.

As the manufacturing processes are scaled up they may reveal manufacturing challenges or previously unknown impurities that could require
resolution in order to proceed with our planned clinical trials and obtain regulatory approval for the commercial marketing of our products. In the future,
we may identify manufacturing issues or impurities that could result in delays in the clinical program and regulatory approval for our products, increases in
our operating expenses, or failure to obtain or maintain approval for our products.

Our reliance on third-party manufacturers entails risks, including the following:
 

 •  the inability to meet our product specifications, including product formulation, and quality requirements consistently;
 

 •  a delay or inability to procure or expand sufficient manufacturing capacity;
 

 •  manufacturing and product quality issues, including those related to scale-up of manufacturing;
 

 •  costs and validation of new equipment and facilities required for scale-up;
 

 •  a failure to comply with cGMP and similar quality standards;
 

 •  the inability to negotiate manufacturing agreements with third parties under commercially reasonable terms;
 

 •  termination or nonrenewal of manufacturing agreements with third parties in a manner or at a time that is costly or damaging to us;
 

 
•  the reliance on a limited number of sources, and in some cases, single sources for key materials, such that if we are unable to secure a

sufficient supply of these key materials, we will be unable to manufacture and sell our products in a timely fashion, in sufficient quantities or
under acceptable terms;

 

 •  the lack of qualified backup suppliers for those materials that are currently purchased from a sole or single source supplier;
 

 •  operations of our third-party manufacturers or suppliers could be disrupted by conditions unrelated to our business or operations, including
the bankruptcy of the manufacturer or supplier;

 

 •  disruption of the distribution of chemical supplies between the U.K. and E.U. due to Brexit;
 

 •  carrier disruptions or increased costs that are beyond our control; and
 

 •  the failure to deliver our products under specified storage conditions and in a timely manner.

Any of these events could lead to delays in any clinical study we may undertake, failure to obtain regulatory approval or impact our ability to
successfully commercialize our products. Some of these events could be the basis for FDA or other regulatory authorities’ action, including injunction,
recall, seizure, or total or partial suspension of production.

We rely on third parties to conduct, supervise and monitor our clinical studies, and if those third parties perform in an unsatisfactory manner, it may
harm our business.

We rely on contract service providers (CSPs), including clinical research organizations, clinical trial sites, central laboratories and other service
providers to ensure the proper and timely conduct of our clinical trials. While we have agreements governing their activities, we have limited influence
over their actual performance. We have relied and plan to continue to rely upon CSPs to monitor and manage data for clinical programs for our product
candidates, as well as the execution of nonclinical studies. We control only certain aspects of our CSPs’ activities. Nevertheless, we are responsible for
ensuring that each of our studies is conducted in accordance with the applicable protocol, legal, regulatory and scientific standards and our reliance on the
CSPs does not relieve us of our regulatory responsibilities.

We and our CSPs are required to comply with the FDA’s guidance, which follows the International Council on Harmonisation Good Clinical
Practice (ICH GCP), which are regulations and guidelines enforced by the FDA for all of our product candidates in clinical development. The FDA
enforces the ICH GCP through periodic inspections of trial sponsors, principal investigators and clinical trial sites. If we or our CSPs fail to comply with
the ICH GCP, the clinical data generated in our clinical trials may be deemed unreliable and the FDA may require us to perform additional clinical trials
before approving our marketing applications. Our CSPs are not our employees, and we cannot control whether or not they devote sufficient time and
resources to our ongoing clinical and nonclinical programs. These CSPs may also have relationships with other entities, including our competitors, for
whom they may also be conducting clinical studies, or other drug development activities that could harm our competitive position. We face the risk of
potential unauthorized disclosure or misappropriation of our confidential information, including our intellectual property, by CSPs,
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which may reduce our trade secret protection and allow our potential competitors to access and exploit our proprietary technology, among other things. If
our CSPs do not successfully carry out their contractual duties or obligations, fail to meet expected deadlines, or if the quality or accuracy of the clinical
data they obtain is compromised due to the failure to adhere to our clinical protocols or regulatory requirements or for any other reasons, our clinical trials
may be extended, delayed or terminated, and we may not be able to obtain regulatory approval for, or successfully commercialize our product candidates.
As a result, our financial results and the commercial prospects for our product candidates that we develop would be harmed, our costs could increase, and
our ability to generate revenues could be delayed.

Risks Related to Commercialization of Our Product Candidates

The commercial success of any product will depend upon the acceptance of these products by the medical community, including physicians, patients
and health care payors.

If any of our product candidates receive marketing approval, they may nonetheless be unable to gain sufficient market acceptance by physicians,
patients, health care payors and others in the medical community. If these products do not achieve an adequate level of acceptance, we may not generate
significant product revenues and we may not become profitable. The degree of market acceptance of any of our products will depend on a number of
factors, including the following:
 

 •  demonstration of clinical safety and efficacy in our clinical trials;
 

 •  the risk/benefit profile of our products;
 

 •  the relative convenience, ease of administration and acceptance by physicians, patients and health care payors;
 

 •  the prevalence and severity of any side effects;
 

 •  the safety of products seen in a broader patient group, including its use outside the approved indications;
 

 •  limitations or warnings contained in the FDA and other regulatory authorities approved label for the relevant product;
 

 •  acceptance of the product by physicians, other health care providers and patients as a safe and effective treatment;
 

 •  the potential and perceived advantages of products over alternative treatments;
 

 •  the timing of market introduction of competitive products;
 

 •  pricing and cost-effectiveness;
 

 •  the effectiveness of our or any future collaborators’ sales and marketing strategies;
 

 •  our ability to obtain formulary approval;
 

 •  our ability to obtain and maintain sufficient third-party coverage or reimbursement, which may vary from country to country; and
 

 •  the effectiveness of our or any future collaborators’ sales, marketing and distribution efforts.

If any of our product candidates is approved but does not achieve an adequate level of acceptance by physicians, patients and health care payors, we
may not generate sufficient revenue and we may not become or remain profitable.

If we are unable to establish sales and marketing capabilities or enter into agreements with third parties to market and sell our product, we may be
unable to generate any revenue.

We currently do not have an organization for the sales, marketing and distribution of pharmaceutical products and the cost of establishing and
maintaining such an organization may exceed the cost-effectiveness of doing so. In order to market any products that may be approved we must build our
sales, marketing, managerial and other non-technical capabilities or make arrangements with third parties to perform these services. We may enter into
strategic partnerships with third parties to commercialize our products.

If we are unable to successfully manage pre-commercialization activities, including but not limited to building our own sales force (or negotiate one
or more strategic partnership(s) for the commercialization of our products) or establish marketing and distribution channels, we may be forced to delay the
potential commercialization of the product, or reduce the scope of our sales or marketing activities. If we elect to increase our expenditures to fund
commercialization activities ourselves, we will need to obtain additional capital, which may not be available to us on acceptable terms, or at all. If we do
not have sufficient funds, we will not be able to bring the product to market or generate product revenue.
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If we are unable to establish adequate sales, marketing and distribution capabilities, whether independently or with third parties, we may not be able
to generate sufficient product revenue and may not become profitable. We will be competing with companies that currently have extensive and well-
funded marketing and sales operations. Without an internal team or the support of a third party to perform sales and marketing functions, we may be
unable to compete successfully against these more established companies.

In addition, there are risks involved with both establishing our own sales and marketing capabilities and entering into arrangements with third parties
to perform these services. For example, recruiting and training a sales force is expensive and time-consuming and could delay any product launch. If the
commercial launch of a product for which we recruit a sales force and establish marketing capabilities is delayed or does not occur for any reason, we
would have prematurely or unnecessarily incurred these commercialization expenses. This may be costly, and our investment would be lost if we cannot
retain or reposition our sales and marketing personnel.

If we obtain approval to commercialize any products outside of the United States, a variety of risks associated with international operations could
materially adversely affect our business.

If our product candidates are approved for commercialization outside the United States, we expect that we will be subject to additional risks related
to international operations, including the following:
 

 •  different regulatory requirements for drug approvals in foreign countries;
 

 •  reduced protection for intellectual property rights;
 

 •  unexpected changes in tariffs, trade barriers and regulatory requirements;
 

 •  differing payor reimbursement regimes, governmental payors or patient self-pay systems and price controls;
 

 •  economic weakness, including inflation, or political instability in particular foreign economies and markets;
 

 •  compliance with tax, employment, immigration and labor laws for employees living or traveling abroad;
 

 •  foreign taxes, including withholding of payroll taxes;
 

 •  foreign currency fluctuations, which could result in increased operating expenses and reduced revenues, and other obligations incident to
doing business in another country;

 

 •  workforce uncertainty in countries where labor unrest is more common than in the United States;
 

 •  production shortages resulting from any events affecting raw material supply or manufacturing capabilities abroad; and
 

 •  business interruptions resulting from geopolitical actions, including war and terrorism, pandemics, or natural disasters including earthquakes,
typhoons, volcanic eruptions, floods and fires.

We have no prior experience in these areas. In addition, there are complex regulatory, tax, labor and other legal requirements imposed by both the
European Union and many of the individual countries in Europe with which we would need to comply. Many U.S.-based biopharmaceutical companies
have found the process of marketing their own products in Europe to be very challenging.

If our competitors develop and market products that are more effective, safer or less expensive than our own, our commercial opportunities will be
negatively impacted.

The life sciences industry is highly competitive, and we face significant competition from other pharmaceutical, biopharmaceutical and
biotechnology companies and possibly from academic institutions, government agencies and private and public research institutions that are researching,
developing and marketing products designed to address diseases that we are seeking to treat. Our competitors generally have significantly greater financial,
manufacturing, marketing and drug development resources. Large pharmaceutical companies, in particular, have extensive experience in the clinical
testing of, obtaining regulatory approvals for, and marketing of, drugs. New developments, including the development of other pharmaceutical
technologies and methods of treating disease, occur in the pharmaceutical and life sciences industries at a rapid pace.

These developments may render our product candidates obsolete or noncompetitive. Compared to us, potential competitors may have substantially
greater:
 

 •  research and development resources, including personnel and technology;
 

 •  regulatory experience;
 

 •  experience in pharmaceutical development and commercialization;
 

 •  ability to negotiate competitive pricing and reimbursement with third-party payors;
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 •  experience and expertise in the exploitation of intellectual property rights; and
 

 •  capital resources.

As a result of these factors, our competitors may obtain regulatory approval of their products more rapidly than we do or may obtain patent
protection or other intellectual property rights that limit our ability to develop or commercialize our product candidates. The competitors may also develop
products that are more effective, better tolerated, more useful and less costly than our products and they may also be more successful in manufacturing
and marketing their products.

If product liability lawsuits are brought against us, we may incur substantial liabilities and may be required to limit commercialization of our product
candidates.

We face an inherent risk of product liability exposure related to the testing of our product candidates in human clinical studies, and will face an even
greater risk if we sell our products commercially. An individual or a group of individuals may bring a liability claim against us if one of our product
candidates causes, or merely appears to have caused, an injury. If we cannot successfully defend ourselves against product liability claims, we will incur
substantial liabilities. Regardless of merit or eventual outcome, liability claims may result in the following:
 

 •  decreased demand for our products;
 

 •  impairment to our business reputation;
 

 •  withdrawal of clinical study participants;
 

 •  distraction of management’s attention from our primary business;
 

 •  substantial monetary awards to patients or other claimants;
 

 •  the inability to commercialize our products; and
 

 •  loss of revenues.

We carry product liability insurance for our clinical studies. Further, we intend to expand our insurance coverage to include the sale of commercial
products if marketing approval is obtained for any of our product candidates. However, we may be unable to obtain this product liability insurance on
commercially reasonable terms and with insurance coverage that will be adequate to satisfy any liability that may arise. On occasion, large judgments have
been awarded in class action or individual lawsuits relating to marketed pharmaceuticals. A successful product liability claim or series of claims brought
against us could cause our stock price to decline and, if judgments exceed our insurance coverage, could decrease our cash and adversely affect our
business.

We may expend our limited resources to pursue a particular product candidate or indication and fail to capitalize on product candidates or
indications that may be more profitable or for which there is a greater likelihood of success.

The success of our business depends primarily upon our ability to identify, develop and commercialize product candidates. Because we have limited
financial and managerial resources, we focus on specific product candidates for specific indications. As a result, we may forego or delay pursuit of
opportunities with other product candidates or other indications that later prove to have greater commercial potential. We may focus our efforts and
resources on product candidates that ultimately prove to be unsuccessful.

If we do not accurately evaluate the commercial potential or target market for a particular product candidate, we may relinquish valuable rights to
that product candidate through collaboration, licensing or other royalty arrangements in cases in which it would have been advantageous for us to retain
sole development and commercialization rights.

Risks Related to Our Intellectual Property

If we are unable to obtain or protect intellectual property rights related to our products and product candidates, we may not be able to compete
effectively in our market.

We rely upon a combination of patents, trade secret protection and confidentiality agreements to protect the intellectual property related to our
products and product candidates. The strength of patents in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical field involves complex legal and scientific questions and
can be uncertain. The patent applications that we own, co-own or in-license may fail to result in issued patents with claims that cover the products in the
United States or in other countries. If this were to occur, early generic competition could be expected against our products. There is no assurance that all of
the potentially relevant prior art relating to our patents and patent applications has been found, which if it exists could be used to invalidate a patent or
prevent a patent from
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issuing from a pending patent application. Even if patents do successfully issue, third parties may challenge their validity, enforceability, scope or
ownership, which may result in such patents, or our rights to such patents, being narrowed or invalidated. Furthermore, even if they are unchallenged, our
patents and patent applications may not adequately protect our intellectual property or prevent others from designing around our claims. If the patent
applications we hold or license with respect to our product candidates fail to issue or if their breadth or strength of protection is threatened, it could
dissuade companies from collaborating with us and threaten our ability to commercialize our products. We cannot offer any assurances about which, if
any, patents will issue or whether any issued patents will be found invalid or unenforceable, will be challenged by third parties or will adequately protect
our products. Further, if we encounter delays in development or regulatory approvals, the period of time during which we could market our products under
patent protection could be reduced. Since patent applications in the United States and most other countries are confidential for a period of time after filing,
and some remain so until issued, we cannot be certain that we or our licensors were the first to file any patent application related to our product candidates.
Furthermore, if third parties have filed such patent applications, an interference proceeding in the United States can be started by a third party or instituted
by us to determine who was the first to invent any of the subject matter covered by the patent claims of our applications. An unfavorable outcome could
require us to cease using the related technology or to attempt to license it from the prevailing party, which may not be available on commercially
reasonable terms or at all.

In addition to the protection afforded by patents, we rely on trade secret protection and confidentiality agreements to protect proprietary know-how
that is not patentable, processes for which patents are difficult to enforce and other elements of our drug discovery and development processes that involve
proprietary know-how, information or technology that is not covered by patents. Although we expect all of our employees to assign their inventions to us,
and all of our employees, consultants, advisors and any third parties who have access to our proprietary know-how, information or technology to enter into
confidentiality agreements, we cannot provide any assurances that all such agreements have been duly executed, that such agreements provide adequate
protection and will not be breached, that our trade secrets and other confidential proprietary information will not otherwise be disclosed or that
competitors will not otherwise gain access to our trade secrets or independently develop substantially equivalent information and techniques. If we are
unable to prevent material disclosure of the non-patented intellectual property related to our technologies to third parties, and there is no guarantee that we
will have any such enforceable trade secret protection, we may not be able to establish or maintain a competitive advantage in our market, which could
materially adversely affect our business, results of operations and financial condition.

Further, the laws of some foreign countries do not protect patents and other proprietary rights to the same extent or in the same manner as the laws of
the United States. As a result, we may encounter significant problems in protecting and defending our intellectual property abroad. We may also fail to
pursue or obtain patents and other intellectual property protection relating to our products and product candidates in all foreign countries.

Third-party claims of intellectual property infringement may prevent or delay our development and commercialization efforts or otherwise affect our
business.

Our commercial success depends in part on our avoiding infringement and other violations of the patents and proprietary rights of third parties.
There is a substantial amount of litigation, both within and outside the United States, involving patent and other intellectual property rights in the
biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries, including patent infringement lawsuits, interferences, oppositions and inter party re-examination proceedings
before the United States Patent and Trademark Office (U.S. PTO) and its foreign counterparts. Numerous U.S. and foreign issued patents and pending
patent applications, which are owned by third parties, exist in the fields in which we are developing product candidates. As the biotechnology and
pharmaceutical industries expand and more patents are issued, and as we gain greater visibility and market exposure as a public company, the risk
increases that our product candidates or other business activities may be subject to claims of infringement of the patent and other proprietary rights of third
parties.

Third parties may assert that we are employing their proprietary technology without authorization. There may be third-party patents or patent
applications with claims to materials, formulations, methods of manufacture or methods for treatment related to the use or manufacture of our product
candidates. Because patent applications can take many years to issue, there may be currently pending patent applications that may later result in issued
patents that our product candidates may infringe. In addition, third parties may obtain patents in the future and claim that use of our technologies infringes
upon these patents. If any third-party patents were held by a court of competent jurisdiction to cover the manufacturing process of any of our product
candidates, any molecules formed during the manufacturing process or any final product itself, the holders of any such patents may be able to block our
ability to commercialize such product unless we obtained a license under the applicable patents, or until such patents expire. Similarly, if any third-party
patent were held by a court of competent jurisdiction to cover aspects of our formulations, processes for manufacture or methods of use, including
combination therapy, the holders of any such patent may be able to block our ability to develop and commercialize the applicable product candidate unless
we obtained a license or until such patent expires. In either case, such a license may not be available on commercially reasonable terms or at all. In
addition, we may be subject to claims that we are infringing other intellectual property rights, such as trademarks or copyrights, or misappropriating the
trade secrets of others, and to the extent that our employees, consultants or contractors use intellectual property or proprietary information owned by others
in their work for us, disputes may arise as to the rights in related or resulting know-how and inventions. We have been involved in the past in legal
proceedings alleging the misappropriation of trade secrets.
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Parties making claims against us may obtain injunctive or other equitable relief, which could effectively block our ability to further develop and
commercialize one or more of our product candidates. Defense of these claims, regardless of their merit, would involve substantial litigation expense and
would be a substantial diversion of employee resources from our business. In the event of a successful infringement or other intellectual property claim
against us, we may have to pay substantial damages, including treble damages and attorneys’ fees for willful infringement, obtain one or more licenses
from third parties, pay royalties or redesign our affected products, which may be impossible or require substantial time and monetary expenditure. We
cannot predict whether any such license would be available at all or whether it would be available on commercially reasonable terms. Furthermore, even in
the absence of litigation, we may need to obtain licenses from third parties to advance our research or allow commercialization of our product candidates,
and we have done so from time to time. We may fail to obtain any of these licenses at a reasonable cost or on reasonable terms, if at all. In that event, we
would be unable to further develop and commercialize one or more of our product candidates, which could harm our business significantly. We cannot
provide any assurances that third-party patents do not exist that might be enforced against our products or product candidates, resulting in either an
injunction prohibiting our sales, or, with respect to our sales, an obligation on our part to pay royalties and/or other forms of compensation to third parties.

We license certain key intellectual property from third parties, and the loss of our license rights could have a materially adverse effect on our business.

We are a party to a number of technology licenses that are important to our business and may enter into additional licenses in the future. For
example, we rely on an exclusive license to certain patents and know-how from Janssen Pharmaceutica NV (Janssen NV), which include seladelpar and
certain other PPARd compounds (the PPARd Products). Under the exclusive license with Janssen NV we have full control and responsibility over the
research, development and registration of any PPARd Products and are required to use diligent efforts to conduct all such activities. If we fail to comply
with our obligations under our agreement with Janssen NV, including our obligations to expend more than a de minimis amount of effort and resources on
the research and/or development of at least one PPARd Product, to make any payment called for under the agreement, not to disclose any non-exempt
confidential information related to the agreement, or to use diligent efforts to promote, market and sell any PPARd Product under the agreement, such
action would constitute a default under the agreement and Janssen NV may have the right to terminate the license, in which event we would not be able to
develop or market products covered by the license, including in the case of the Janssen NV license, seladelpar, which would have a materially adverse
effect on our business.

We may be involved in lawsuits to protect or enforce our patents, the patents of our licensors or our other intellectual property rights, which could be
expensive, time consuming and unsuccessful.

Competitors may infringe or otherwise violate our patents, the patents of our licensors or our other intellectual property rights. To counter
infringement or unauthorized use, we may be required to file legal claims, which can be expensive and time-consuming. In addition, in an infringement
proceeding, a court may decide that a patent of ours or our licensors is invalid or is unenforceable, or may refuse to stop the other party from using the
technology at issue on the grounds that our patents do not cover the technology in question. An adverse result in any litigation or defense proceedings
could put one or more of our patents at risk of being invalidated or interpreted narrowly and could put our patent applications at risk of not issuing. The
initiation of a claim against a third party may also cause the third party to bring counter-claims against us.

We may not be able to prevent, alone or with our licensors, misappropriation of our intellectual property rights, particularly in countries where the
laws may not protect those rights as fully as in the United States. Our business could be harmed if in a litigation the prevailing party does not offer us a
license on commercially reasonable terms. Any litigation or other proceedings to enforce our intellectual property rights may fail, and even if successful,
may result in substantial costs and distract our management and other employees.

Furthermore, because of the substantial amount of discovery required in connection with intellectual property litigation, there is a risk that some of
our confidential information could be compromised by disclosure during litigation. There could also be public announcements of the results of hearings,
motions or other interim proceedings or developments. If securities analysts or investors perceive these results to be negative, it could have a material
adverse effect on the price of our common stock.
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Obtaining and maintaining our patent protection depends on compliance with various procedural, document submission, fee payment and other
requirements imposed by governmental patent agencies, and our patent protection could be reduced or eliminated for non-compliance with these
requirements.

Periodic maintenance fees on any issued patent are due to be paid to the U.S. PTO and foreign patent agencies in several stages over the lifetime of
the patent. The U.S. PTO and various foreign governmental patent agencies require compliance with a number of procedural, documentary, fee payment
and other similar provisions during the patent application process. While an inadvertent lapse can in many cases be cured by payment of a late fee or by
other means in accordance with the applicable rules, there are situations in which noncompliance can result in abandonment or lapse of the patent or patent
application, resulting in partial or complete loss of patent rights in the relevant jurisdiction. Non-compliance events that could result in abandonment or
lapse of a patent or patent application include, but are not limited to, failure to respond to official actions within prescribed time limits, non-payment of
fees and failure to properly legalize and submit formal documents. If we or our licensors that control the prosecution and maintenance of our licensed
patents fail to maintain the patents and patent applications covering our product candidates, we may lose our rights and our competitors might be able to
enter the market, which would have a material adverse effect on our business.

Risks Related to Our Business Operations and Industry

Our business could be negatively affected as a result of the actions of activist or hostile stockholders.

Our business could be negatively affected as a result of stockholder activism, which could cause us to incur significant expense, hinder execution of
our business strategy, and impact the trading value of our securities. For example, in April 2020, a stockholder filed a preliminary proxy statement
containing proposed opposition to our preliminarily filed proxy statement, including a proposal to elect three new directors to our Board of Directors and a
proposal not to increase to the number of shares of common stock authorized for issuance. While this proxy contest was subsequently suspended,
stockholder activism could recur and requires significant time and attention by management and the Board of Directors, potentially interfering with our
ability to execute our strategic plan. Stockholder activism could give rise to perceived uncertainties as to our future direction, adversely affect our
relationships with key executives and business partners, and make it more difficult to attract and retain qualified personnel. Also, we may be required to
incur significant legal fees and other expenses related to activist stockholder matters. Any of these impacts could materially and adversely affect our
business and operating results. Further, the market price of our common stock could be subject to significant fluctuation or otherwise be adversely affected
by stockholder activism.

Our future success depends on our ability to retain key executives and to attract, retain and motivate qualified personnel.

We are dependent on principal members of our executive team. While we have entered into employment offer letters with each of our executive
officers, any of them could leave our employment at any time, as all of our employees are “at will” employees. We do not maintain “key person”
insurance for any of our executives or other employees. Recruiting and retaining other qualified employees for our business, including clinical, scientific,
technical and sales and marketing personnel, will also be critical to our success. There is currently a shortage of skilled executives in our industry, which is
likely to continue. We also experience competition from universities, competitors and research institutions for the hiring of scientific and clinical
personnel. As a result, competition for skilled personnel is intense and the turnover rate can be high. We may not be able to attract and retain personnel on
acceptable terms given the competition among numerous pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies for similar personnel. In addition, failure of any of
our clinical studies may make it more challenging to recruit and retain qualified personnel. If we are unable to successfully recruit key employees or
replace key executives or key employees, it may adversely affect the progress of our research, development and commercialization objectives.

In addition, we rely on consultants and advisors, including scientific and clinical advisors, to assist us in formulating our research and development
and commercialization strategies. Our consultants and advisors may be engaged by employers other than us and may have commitments under consulting
or advisory contracts with other entities that may limit their availability to us, which could also adversely affect the progress of our research, development
and commercialization objectives.

As we continue to build our clinical and drug development operations, we will need to expand our organization, and we may experience difficulties in
managing this growth, which could disrupt our operations.

As we continue to build our clinical and drug development programs, we are expanding our employee base to increase our managerial, clinical,
scientific, sales and marketing and other operational teams. Such growth imposes additional responsibilities on our management, including the need to
identify, recruit, maintain, motivate and integrate additional employees, consultants and contractors. Also, our management may need to divert a greater
amount of attention away from our day-to-day activities and devote a substantial amount of time to managing these growth activities. We may not be able
to effectively manage the expansion of our operations, which may result in weaknesses in our infrastructure, give rise to operational mistakes, loss of
business opportunities, loss
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of employees and reduced productivity among current employees. Our expected growth could require greater capital expenditures and may divert financial
resources from other projects, such as the development of product candidates. If our management is unable to effectively manage our growth, our
expenses may increase more than expected, our ability to create value and/or generate revenues could be reduced, and we may not be able to implement
our business strategy. Our future financial performance and our ability to develop and commercialize seladelpar and other potential product candidates and
compete effectively will depend, in part, on our ability to effectively manage any future growth.

Significant disruptions of information technology systems or breaches of data security could materially adversely affect our business, results of
operations and financial condition.

We collect and maintain information in digital form that is necessary to conduct our business, and we are increasingly dependent on information
technology systems and infrastructure to operate our business, particularly in view of our current remote work schedule. In the ordinary course of our
business, we collect, store and transmit confidential information, including intellectual property, proprietary business information and personal
information. It is critical that we do so in a secure manner to maintain the confidentiality and integrity of such confidential information. We have
established physical, electronic and organizational measures to safeguard and secure our systems to prevent a data compromise, and rely on commercially
available systems, software, tools, and monitoring to provide security for our information technology systems and the processing, transmission and storage
of digital information. We have also outsourced elements of our information technology infrastructure, and as a result a number of third-party vendors may
or could have access to our confidential information. Our internal information technology systems and infrastructure, and those of our current and any
future collaborators, contractors and consultants and other third parties on which we rely, are vulnerable to damage from computer viruses, malware,
natural disasters, terrorism, war, telecommunication and electrical failures, cyber-attacks or cyber-intrusions over the Internet, attachments to emails,
persons inside our organization, or persons with access to systems inside our organization.

The risk of a security breach or disruption, particularly through cyber-attacks or cyber intrusion, including by computer hackers, foreign
governments and cyber terrorists, has generally increased as the number, intensity and sophistication of attempted attacks and intrusions from around the
world have increased. In addition, the prevalent use of mobile devices that access confidential information increases the risk of data security breaches,
which could lead to the loss of confidential information or other intellectual property. The costs to us to mitigate network security problems and security
vulnerabilities could be significant, and our efforts to address these problems may not be successful, and these problems could result in unexpected
interruptions, delays, cessation of service and other harm to our business and our competitive position. If such an event is to occur and cause interruptions
in our operations or our vendors, it may result in a material disruption of our product development programs and our reputation could be materially
damaged. We could also be exposed to a risk of loss or litigation and potential liability, which could materially adversely affect our business, results of
operations and financial condition.

Changes in and failures to comply with United States and foreign privacy and data protection laws, regulations and standards may adversely affect our
business, operations and consolidated financial performance.

We are subject to or affected by numerous federal, state and foreign laws and regulations, as well as regulatory guidance, governing the collection,
use, disclosure, retention, and security of personal data, such as information that we collect about patients and healthcare providers in connection with
clinical trials in the United States and abroad. The global data protection landscape is rapidly evolving, and implementation standards and enforcement
practices are likely to remain uncertain for the foreseeable future. This evolution may create uncertainty in our business, affect our or our vendors’ ability
to operate in certain jurisdictions or to collect, store, transfer, use and share personal information, necessitate the acceptance of more onerous obligations in
our contracts, result in liability or impose additional costs on us. The cost of compliance with these laws, regulations and standards is high and is likely to
increase in the future. Any failure or perceived failure by us to comply with federal, state or foreign laws or regulation, our internal policies and
procedures or our contracts governing our processing of personal information could result in negative publicity, diversion of management time and effort
and proceedings against us by governmental entities or others. In many jurisdictions, enforcement actions and consequences for noncompliance are rising.

In the United States, HIPAA imposes, among other things, certain standards relating to the privacy, security, transmission and breach reporting of
individually identifiable health information. Certain states have also adopted comparable privacy and security laws and regulations, some of which may be
more stringent than HIPAA. Such laws and regulations will be subject to interpretation by various courts and other governmental authorities, thus creating
potentially complex compliance issues for us and our future customers and strategic partners. In the event that we are subject to HIPAA or other United
States privacy and data protection laws, any liability from failure to comply with the requirements of these laws could adversely affect our financial
condition. Our operations abroad may also be subject to increased scrutiny or attention from data protection authorities. Many countries in these regions
have established or are in the process of establishing privacy and data security legal frameworks with which we, our customers, or our vendors must
comply. For example, the EU has adopted the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679, or GDPR, which went into effect in May 2018 and
includes strict requirements for processing the personal information of EU subjects, including clinical trial data. The
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GDPR has increased compliance burdens on us, including by mandating potentially burdensome documentation requirements and granting certain rights to
individuals to control how we collect, use, disclose, retain and process information about them. The processing of sensitive personal data, such as physical
health condition, has imposed heightened compliance burdens under the GDPR and is a topic of active interest among foreign regulators. In addition, the
GDPR provides for robust regulatory enforcement and fines for a noncompliant company. As we continue to expand into other foreign countries and
jurisdictions, we may be subject to additional laws and regulations that may affect how we conduct business.

Risks Relating to Owning Our Common Stock

An active trading market for our common stock may not continue and the market price for our common stock may decline in value.

Our common stock was formerly listed on the Nasdaq Capital Market and since the second quarter of 2018 it has been trading on the Nasdaq Global
Select Market under the symbol “CBAY”. The historical trading prices of our common stock on the Nasdaq Capital Market and the Nasdaq Global Select
Market may not be indicative of the price levels at which our common stock will trade in the future, and we cannot predict the extent to which investor
interest in us will continue to support an active public trading market for our common stock or how liquid will be that public market.

Our stock price is volatile, and our stockholders’ investment in our stock could decline in value.

The historical trading price of our common stock has been volatile. Our stock price may continue to be subject to wide fluctuations in response to a
variety of factors, including:
 

 •  delays in completing the RESPONSE clinical trial and our other clinical trials;
 

 •  adverse, delayed or inconclusive results in our clinical trials, particularly our RESPONSE clinical trial;
 

 •  adverse or inconclusive results or delays in preclinical testing;
 

 •  inability to obtain additional funding;
 

 •  any delay in filing an Investigational New Drug (IND) application or NDA for any of our future product candidates and any adverse
development or perceived adverse development with respect to the FDA’s review of an IND or NDA;

 

 •  failure to enter into new collaborations;
 

 •  failure by us or our licensors to prosecute, maintain or enforce our intellectual property rights;
 

 •  failure to successfully develop and commercialize our future product candidates;
 

 •  changes in laws or regulations applicable to future products;
 

 •  changes in the structure of health care payment systems;
 

 •  inability to obtain adequate product supply for our product candidates or the inability to do so at acceptable prices;
 

 •  adverse regulatory decisions;
 

 •  introduction of new products, services or technologies by our competitors;
 

 •  failure to meet or exceed financial projections we may provide to the public;
 

 •  failure to meet or exceed the estimates and projections of the investment community;
 

 •  the perception of the pharmaceutical industry by the public, legislatures, regulators and the investment community;
 

 •  announcements of significant acquisitions, strategic partnerships, joint ventures or capital commitments by us or our competitors;
 

 •  announcements of significant or potential equity or debt sales by us;
 

 •  announcements of clinical trial plans or results by us or our competitors;
 

 •  disputes or other developments relating to proprietary rights, including patents, litigation matters and our ability to obtain patent protection
for our technologies;

 

 •  additions or departures of key scientific or management personnel;
 

 •  significant lawsuits, including patent or stockholder litigation;
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 •  changes in the market valuations of similar companies;
 

 •  sales of our common stock by us or our stockholders in the future; and
 

 •  trading volume of our common stock.

In addition, companies trading in the stock market in general have experienced extreme price and volume fluctuations that have often been unrelated
or disproportionate to the operating performance of these companies. Broad market and industry factors may negatively affect the market price of our
common stock, regardless of our actual operating performance.

Future sales and issuances of our common stock or rights to purchase common stock, including pursuant to our equity incentive plans, could result in
additional dilution of the percentage ownership of our stockholders and could cause our stock price to fall.

Significant additional capital may be needed in the future to continue our product development efforts in current and future clinical trials and
operations. To the extent we raise additional capital by issuing equity securities, our stockholders may experience substantial dilution. We may sell
common stock, convertible securities or other equity securities in one or more transactions at prices and in a manner we determine from time to time. If in
the future we sell common stock, convertible securities or other equity securities, investors may be materially diluted by subsequent sales. These sales may
also result in new investors gaining rights superior to our existing stockholders. Pursuant to our equity incentive plans, we are authorized to grant stock
options and other equity-based awards to our employees, directors and consultants. The number of shares available for future grant under our equity
incentive plans as of September 30, 2023 was 9,439,589 shares.

Anti-takeover provisions in our charter documents and under Delaware law could make an acquisition of us, which may be beneficial to our
stockholders, more difficult and may prevent attempts by our stockholders to replace or remove our current management.

Provisions in our certificate of incorporation and our bylaws may delay or prevent an acquisition of us. In addition, these provisions may frustrate or
prevent any attempts by our stockholders to replace or remove our current management by making it more difficult for stockholders to replace members of
our board of directors, who are responsible for appointing the members of our management team. In addition, we are governed by the provisions of
Section 203 of the Delaware General Corporation Law, which prohibits, with some exceptions, stockholders owning in excess of 15% of our outstanding
voting stock from merging or combining with us. Finally, our charter documents establish advance notice requirements for nominations for election to our
board of directors and for proposing matters that can be acted upon at stockholder meetings. Although we believe these provisions together provide for an
opportunity to receive higher bids by requiring potential acquirers to negotiate with our board of directors, they would apply even if the offer may be
considered beneficial by some stockholders.

General Risks

We do not anticipate paying cash dividends, and accordingly, stockholders must rely on stock appreciation for any return on their investment.

We do not anticipate paying cash dividends in the future. As a result, only appreciation of the price of our common stock, which may never occur,
will provide a return to stockholders. Investors seeking cash dividends should not invest in our common stock.
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We may be subject to securities litigation, which is expensive and could divert management attention.

Our share price is volatile, and in the past, companies that have experienced volatility in the market price of their stock have been subject to
securities class action litigation. We may be the target of this type of litigation in the future. Securities litigation against us could result in substantial costs
and divert our management’s attention from other business concerns, which could seriously harm our business.

 
Item 6. Exhibits
 
   Incorporation by Reference  

Exhibit
No.   Description of Document   Form   Sec. File No.    Exhibit   Filing Date  

    3.1   Amended and Restated Certificate of Incorporation.   10/A   000-55021    3.1    10/17/2013 

    3.2   Certificate of Amendment to Amended and Restated Certificate of Incorporation.   8-K   000-36500    3.1    6/26/2020 

    3.3   Amended and Restated By-Laws.   10/A   000-55021    3.2    10/17/2013 

    4.1   Reference is made to Exhibits 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3.         

  10.1   CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc. 2020 New Hire Plan.   S-8   333-273887    99.1    8/10/2023 

  31.1+
  

Certification of President and Chief Executive Officer (Principal Executive Officer) pursuant
to Rule 13-a-14(a) or Rule 15(d)-14(a) of the Exchange Act.         

  31.2+
  

Certification of Chief Financial Officer (Principal Financial Officer) pursuant to Rule
13a-14(a) or Rule 15d-14(a) of the Exchange Act.         

  32.1++

  

Certification of President and Chief Executive Officer (Principal Executive Officer), Chief
Financial Officer (Principal Financial Officer) pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1350 as adopted
pursuant to Section 906 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.         

101.INS+   Inline XBRL Instance Document         

101.SCH+   Inline XBRL Taxonomy Extension Schema Document         

101.CAL+   Inline XBRL Taxonomy Extension Calculation Linkbase Document         

101.DEF+   Inline XBRL Taxonomy Extension Definition Linkbase Document         

101.LAB+   Inline XBRL Taxonomy Extension Label Linkbase Document         

101.PRE+   Inline XBRL Taxonomy Extension Presentation Document         

104   Cover Page Interactive Data File (formatted as inline XBRL and contained in exhibit 101)         
 
+ Filed herewith.
++ Furnished herewith.
# Certain portions of this exhibit have been omitted because the omitted portions are both not material and is the type of information that CymaBay

treats as private or confidential.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.
 

CYMABAY THERAPEUTICS, INC.

By:  /s/ Sujal Shah
 Sujal Shah
 President and Chief Executive Officer
 (Principal Executive Officer)

Date:  November 7, 2023

By:  /s/ Harish Shantharam
 Harish Shantharam
 Chief Financial Officer
 (Principal Financial Officer)

Date:  November 7, 2023
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Exhibit 31.1

CERTIFICATIONS

I, Sujal Shah, certify that:
 

1. I have reviewed this Form 10-Q of CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.;
 

2. Based on my knowledge, this report does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary to make the
statements made, in light of the circumstances under which such statements were made, not misleading with respect to the period covered by this
report;

 

3. Based on my knowledge, the financial statements, and other financial information included in this report, fairly present in all material respects the
financial condition, results of operations and cash flows of the registrant as of, and for, the periods presented in this report;

 

4. The registrant’s other certifying officer(s) and I are responsible for establishing and maintaining disclosure controls and procedures (as defined in
Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(e) and 15d-15(e)) and internal control over financial reporting (as defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(f) and
15d-15(f)) for the registrant and have:

 

 
a) Designed such disclosure controls and procedures, or caused such disclosure controls and procedures to be designed under our supervision,

to ensure that material information relating to the registrant, including its consolidated subsidiaries, is made known to us by others within
those entities, particularly during the period in which this report is being prepared;

 

 
b) Designed such internal control over financial reporting, or caused such internal control over financial reporting to be designed under our

supervision, to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation of financial statements for
external purposes in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles;

 

 c) Evaluated the effectiveness of the registrant’s disclosure controls and procedures and presented in this report our conclusions about the
effectiveness of the disclosure controls and procedures, as of the end of the period covered by this report based on such evaluation; and

 

 
d) Disclosed in this report any change in the registrant’s internal control over financial reporting that occurred during the registrant’s most

recent fiscal quarter (the registrant’s fourth fiscal quarter in the case of an annual report) that has materially affected, or is reasonably likely
to materially affect, the registrant’s internal control over financial reporting; and

 

5. The registrant’s other certifying officer(s) and I have disclosed, based on our most recent evaluation of internal control over financial reporting, to
the registrant’s auditors and the audit committee of the registrant’s board of directors (or persons performing the equivalent functions):

 

 a) All significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in the design or operation of internal control over financial reporting which are
reasonably likely to adversely affect the registrant’s ability to record, process, summarize and report financial information; and

 

 b) Any fraud, whether or not material, that involves management or other employees who have a significant role in the registrant’s internal
control over financial reporting.

Date: November 7, 2023
 

/s/ Sujal Shah
Sujal Shah
President and Chief Executive Officer
(Principal Executive Officer)



Exhibit 31.2

CERTIFICATIONS

I, Harish Shantharam, certify that:
 

1. I have reviewed this Form 10-Q of CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc.;
 

2. Based on my knowledge, this report does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary to make the
statements made, in light of the circumstances under which such statements were made, not misleading with respect to the period covered by this
report;

 

3. Based on my knowledge, the financial statements, and other financial information included in this report, fairly present in all material respects the
financial condition, results of operations and cash flows of the registrant as of, and for, the periods presented in this report;

 

4. The registrant’s other certifying officer(s) and I are responsible for establishing and maintaining disclosure controls and procedures (as defined in
Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(e) and 15d-15(e)) and internal control over financial reporting (as defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(f) and
15d-15(f)) for the registrant and have:

 

 
a) Designed such disclosure controls and procedures, or caused such disclosure controls and procedures to be designed under our supervision,

to ensure that material information relating to the registrant, including its consolidated subsidiaries, is made known to us by others within
those entities, particularly during the period in which this report is being prepared;

 

 
b) Designed such internal control over financial reporting, or caused such internal control over financial reporting to be designed under our

supervision, to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation of financial statements for
external purposes in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles

 

 c) Evaluated the effectiveness of the registrant’s disclosure controls and procedures and presented in this report our conclusions about the
effectiveness of the disclosure controls and procedures, as of the end of the period covered by this report based on such evaluation; and

 

 
d) Disclosed in this report any change in the registrant’s internal control over financial reporting that occurred during the registrant’s most

recent fiscal quarter (the registrant’s fourth fiscal quarter in the case of an annual report) that has materially affected, or is reasonably likely
to materially affect, the registrant’s internal control over financial reporting; an

 

5. The registrant’s other certifying officer(s) and I have disclosed, based on our most recent evaluation of internal control over financial reporting, to
the registrant’s auditors and the audit committee of the registrant’s board of directors (or persons performing the equivalent functions):

 

 a) All significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in the design or operation of internal control over financial reporting which are
reasonably likely to adversely affect the registrant’s ability to record, process, summarize and report financial information; and

 

 b) Any fraud, whether or not material, that involves management or other employees who have a significant role in the registrant’s internal
control over financial reporting.

Date: November 7, 2023
 

/s/ Harish Shantharam
Harish Shantharam
Chief Financial Officer
(Principal Financial Officer)



Exhibit 32.1

CERTIFICATION

Pursuant to the requirement set forth in Rule 13a-14(b) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), and Section 1350
of Chapter 63 of Title 18 of the United States Code (18 U.S.C. §1350), each of Sujal Shah, President and Chief Executive Officer, and Harish Shantharam,
Chief Financial Officer of CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc. (the “Company”), hereby certifies that, to the best of his knowledge:
 

1. The Company’s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the period ended September 30, 2023, to which this Certification is attached as Exhibit 32.1 (the
“Periodic Report”), fully complies with the requirements of Section 13(a) or Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act, and

 

2. The information contained in the Periodic Report fairly presents, in all material respects, the financial condition and results of operations of the
Company.

In Witness Whereof, the undersigned has set his hand hereto as of November 7, 2023.
 

/s/ Sujal Shah
Sujal Shah
President and Chief Executive Officer
(Principal Executive Officer)

/s/ Harish Shantharam
Harish Shantharam
Chief Financial Officer
(Principal Financial Officer)

This certification accompanies the Form 10-Q to which it relates, is not deemed filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission and is not to be
incorporated by reference into any filing of CymaBay Therapeutics, Inc. under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or the Securities Exchange Act of
1934, as amended (whether made before or after the date of the Form 10-Q), irrespective of any general incorporation language contained in such filing.
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